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Is Published Every Saturday, 
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jated to the 
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THE UNION PRINCIPLE. 


No books are lished by the AMERICAN 
SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION without the 
sanction of the Committee of Publication, con- 
sisting of fourteen members, from the following 
denominations of Christians, viz.: Baptist, Me- 
thodist, Congregational, Episcopal, Presbyterian, 
Intheran and Reformed Dutch. Not more than 
three of the members can be of the same denomi- 
nation, and no book can be published to which 
any member of the Committee shall object. 

This Committee also superintends and directs 
the labors of the Editor of the SOCIETY'S 
PERIODICALS, according to instructions from 
the Board ; and no article of original or selected 
matter appears in any of them, to which any 
member of the Committee objects. 





ELIGIOUS CONTROVERSY is 

entirely excluded from this paper. The 
Times will not even reply to its own assail- 
ants. Its only answer to attacks, will be to 
labor more industriously to make a paper, 
which shall be worthy of the patronage of 
warm-hearted, working Christians, and which 
shall breathe throughout the spirit of meek- 
ness and love. 
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HARTFORD, Conn., August 29, 1859. 

‘ie teachers of the evangelical Sabbath- 

schools in the town of Winchester, inclu- 
ding those of the Congregational and Episco- 
pal churches at East Winsted, the Congrega- 
tional and Methodist at West Winsted, and 
the Congregational at Winchester Centre, 
have recently formed themselves into an asso- 
ciation for purposes of mutual counsel con- 
cerning their work, and of united systematic 
labor in their field. The whole town has been 
districted, and every portion of it is now 
being visited, that those who attend no Sab- 
bath-school may, if possible, be gathered in, 
and Christian influences be brought to bear 
upon the entirecommunity. <A well-attended 
meeting of this association, at the Second 
Congregational church in West Winsted, on 
Monday evening of last week, was addressed 
by Mr. Trumbull, our state missionary. 

A strong desire is manifested in some of 
the churches of this town, to secure a change 
in the order of Sabbath services, by substi- 
tuting, for the second sermon, the study of 
the Bible by the entire congregation, under 
the guidance of the pastor. Wherever atten- 
tion is seriously turned to the religious desti- 
tution existing on every side, and the mind of 
the church is awakened to the importance and 
hopefulness of labors for the rescue of the 
young, the imperative necessity of having 
more time for the great work of winning a 
generation to Christ, is at once felt and ad- 
mitted. The desired change has been already 
brought about in the Congregational church at 
North Canaan ; also in the church at Perry- 
ville, where similar efforts to those planned at 
Winchester have been now for some time put 
forth with the very best results following. 

Endeavors are now being made to reach the 
German population in Plymouth by means of 
a German missionary, and special services 
for their benefit. Itis to be hoped that in 
other towns of our state, Christians of every 
name will unite for the evangelization of their 
field, and that none of those now neglected 
within our borders will be left to perish, 
without at least an invitation to Christ, from 
those who profess to love him. (LEANER. 





ROCHESTER, August 26, 1859. 

HE county of Saratoga held a Sunday- 

school convention at Balston Springs, on 
the 19th instant. It was well attended, and 
the proceedings were very harmonious and 
delightful. 

By a simple resolution, an organization 
was at once effected, and town secretaries 
appointed. Reports were given in by the 
delegates present, from which it appeared 
that three or four towns are thoroughly alive 
to the aggressive missionary power of the 
Sunday-school institution, and they have al- 
ready, in addition to a revival of their church 
schools, established, and are efficiently sus- 
taining not less than three, and in some cases 
four and five mission or district schools in 
each town. 

It was evident, in the convention, that they 
have several men in the county well adapted 
to engineer the work of carrying forward the 
Sunday-school into the most destitute sec- 
tions of the county voluntarily. There re- 
mains very much land yet to be possessed in 
the county of Saratoga. Almost the entire 
northern half beyond Saratoga Springs, can 
be greatly benefitted by volunteer missionary 
Sunday-school labor, by the active ministers 
and laymen of the county. 

_It was thought that a good impulse was 
given to the cause by the action of the con- 
vention. Among the friends from abroad, 
who appeared to take a very earnest part in 
the proceedings, were Mr. C. P. Hart, of Troy, 
the president of the Renssalaer County Sun- 
day-school Union, and Mr. Pardee, of New 
York. 

Onthe 25th day of August the annual meeting 
of the Monroe County Sunday-school Teach- 
ers’ Association was held in the city of Ro- 
chester. Full and complete reports were pre- 
sented from every town and every Sunday- 
school in the county, by Mr. Louis Chapin, 
their faithful county secretary: These statis- 
tics, it is believed, will be without a parallel 
for accuracy and completeness. From them 
it appears that there are 184 evangelical Sun- 
day-schools in the county, containing rising 
of 16,000 pupils, or all in the county between 
the usual ages of 5 and 15 but about 8,000. In- 
asmuch, however, as our friends there claim for 
the Sunday-school all between the ages of 
4 and 21, they make out 20,000 still remain- 
ing to be reached in their county. 

An associate secretary from the city was 
appointed and associated with each of the 
town secretaries, to help in devising measures 
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to reach the neglected children with the least 
possible delay. 

Something like twenty-seven new schools 
have been set in motion the past year, and 
about an equal number the year before—thus 
making nearly sixty new schools brought 
into being by the association within two 
years. 

The Rey. Dr. Lucky, a well-known and 
able Methodist presiding elder present, stated 
that a similar organization in Wyoming coun- 
ty, had increased the Sunday-schools fifty per 
cent. the first year. Verily, there is virtue in 
the rallying-cry of the late Dr. Chalmers be- 
fore the Free Church of Scotland, “Organize! 
organize! ! organize!!!” 

On the 26th instant, the various Sabbath- 
schools of Irondequoit met in a pleasant 
grove, in the morning, and the schools of 
Henrietta, Monroe county, met at the Fair 
grounds in the afternoon. Both meetings 
were delightful. They were addressed by 
Messrs. Huntingdon, Thompson, Keeler, Riley, 
Bentley, Pardee, and others. Orepo. 





MILWAUKEE, Wis., Aug. 25, 1859. 
HE Sabbath-school cause has never yet 
attained its true importance in the minds 
of Christian men; and what is true of the re- 
ligious world, generally, is particularly true 
of Milwaukee. For several years prior to the 
great revival, this most interesting and profit- 
able field of Christian labor was almost en- 
tirely neglected. More lately, however, a new 
interest has seemed to be springing up. The 
first general impulse was given several months 
since, by @ union meeting, im Albany Hall, at 
which from 2,000 to 3,000 children were 
present, and an account of which you were 
kind enough to publish in the Times. 

Our Methodist friends were the first—as 
they not unusually are—to avail themselves 
of the advantages of this new interest. They 
organized a union, in January last, under 
whose auspices two prosperous missiou- 
schools have been started, and others will 
be commenced during the coming autumn. 
The board of managers of this union con- 
sists of the pastors of the various Metho- 
dist churches, the superintendents of the dif- 
ferent schools, and one director from each 
school represented in the union. 

The idea of a general union of all the evan- 
gelical churches in the city, was suggested 
about three months since, and met with im- 
mediate favor. Committees were accordingly 
appointed, from the several churches, who, 
after some time spent in deliberation, agreed 
upon a form of constitution. A general meet- 
ing was called in June, the constitution re- 
ported by the committee adopted, and the fol- 
lowing officers chosen: president, William H. 
Bryon; vice president, John Lewis; record- 
ing secretary, Joseph Hamilton; correspond- 
ing secretary, C. K. Martin; executive com- 
mittee, Jonathan Ford, Levi H. Kellogg, John 
Rice, William P. Lynde, Walter S. Carter, 
H. S. G. Williams, 8S. N. Millerd. With such 
officers and managers, the success of the 
“Milwaukee Sabbath-School Association” is a 
fixed fact. 

Last year but one mission school was estab- 
lished in this city. That was the First Ward 
mission, which commenced August 29th, with 
fifty scholars, and now has between two and 
three hundred. This year five schools have 
already been started, and as many more are 
. contemplation in different localities of the 
city. 

Our recent school census shows that there 
are upwards of 15,000 children in Milwaukee. 
Of this number, scarcely 4,000 are gathered 
into the Sabbath-school. Verily, “the har- 
vest is plenteous.” 





NEBRASKA CITY, August 10, 1859. 

HE past three months have been months 

of toil in the Sunday-school cause in the 
West. Like the husbandmen, we have to 
make hay while the sun shines. 

Last Sunday I spent at Council Bluffs, situ- 
ated directly on the eastern side of the Mis- 
souri river. This town was first settled by 
Mormons en route for the great Salt Lake val- 
ley, under Brigham Young as their leader. 
When they started for their destination, many 
of them lingered behind, so that to-day much 
of Mormon influence prevails at this place. 
Our friends are laboring among the youth 
there, and gathering them into Sunday- 
schools. The Presbyterians, Congregational- 
ists, and Episcopalians, each have large and 
flourishing schools. The morning of last 
Sabbath was devoted to this cause. I ad- 
dressed as interesting a class of children and 
youth as could anywhere be found. 

This territory is not so far west but that 
Young America has found his way hither. 
Three circuses have been perambulating in 
our midst this past summer, gathering up our 
loose change. They have all lost money, 
however—so they say. I hope it will teach 
them a lesson. 

Next month the Territoriaf Sunday-school 
Convention and Territorial Fair take place at 
Nebraska city. Both will result in good to 
somebody. We hope the former will advance 
the cause of truth and righteousness. The 
Convention commences on the 14th, and the 
Fair on the 21st. We have at least the start 
of them in point of time. The people here 
are active, and we want to keep up with 
them. As nothing can still the great heart of 
the West, we want it to throb for Christ. As 
we cannot stop the current of activity here in 
the West, we must do our best to change its 
course towards the great sea of righteousness. 
The Sunday-school enterprize is admirably 
adapted to the accomplishment of this impor- 
tant work. C. C. Goss, 
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A SAD STORY. 


T is my blessed privilege, every Sabbath, 
to meet a class of little boys, and talk to 
them about Jesus. I love little children 
dearly, because our Saviour said, “of such is 
the kingdom of heaven.” 

I love them, because J am only a little child 
in the Lord myself. During my travels, I 
meet a great many of them, and I always love 
to make them happy, if I can, and I try to 
find out where they go to Sabbath-school, and 
what they know about Jesus Christ. A few 
days ago, in the borough of D , I met a 
little boy, and asked him if he went to Sab- 
bath-school? He answered “yes.” I asked 
him if he knew who Jesus was? He said 
“no!” dis “teacher had never told him any 
thing about Jesus or God!” Iwas astonished. 
A Sabbath-school scholar ten years of age 
who had never heard of Jesus ! 

Oh! my dear brother or sister teacher, can 
any one in your class be in such a pitiable 
condition? Can any one in your class utter 
such a sad history? God forbid. 

Oh! ever be faithful to your trust. Never 
meet your class without telling them of him 
who said, “ Suffer little children to come unto 
me.” Let the saving of their souls be your 
great aim, and you will surely be blessed. 

“What is our hope, or joy, or crown of re- 











joicing ?” LivingsTons. 
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Trust in the Lord and Do Good. 





S Mr. Brown, the city missionary was 
talking to Mr. Adams, the latter called 
his attention to a primitive looking vehicle 
just then approaching. In it was an old 
woman, sitting upon a bundle of straw. The 
style of her dress was as ancient as that of 
the vehicle. No one could say her bonnet 
was not sufficiently large. It fully covered 
her head. Not the bonnet only, but the en- 
tire dress would have shocked one of our 
modern fashionables. To judge from the ap- 
pearance of the horse attached to this estab- 
lishment, provender was scarce where they 
came from, His head hung down as if he 
were too feeble to hold it up. His ribs could 
have been courted. Beside him walked an 
old man, who would occasionally give him a 
touch with a whip, and then urge him on 
by a word of encouragement. As they drew 
near to where Mr. Adams and Mr. Brown 
were standing, they stopped and the old man 
said: 

“Would ye be pleased, gentlemen, to tell 
me if the ferry over this river is near by ?” 

Mr. Brown said, ‘The next street above 
will lead you to it.” 

‘Can ye tell me,” said the old man, ‘will 
we have to pay to get across?” 

“Yes,” said Mr. Brown, “you will have to 
give ten cents.” 

“Ten cents!” exclaimed the poor old man, 
“and I have nary one. What shall we do?” 

“If you go about two miles further up the 
stream, you will find a place where it is shal- 
low, and you can drive across. But, my 
friend, I think both you and your horse look 
tired. How far have you traveled to-day?” 

“We have come, to-day, ten miles. We 
took an early start, that we might finish our 
journey to-day. You see, sir, the old woman 
and I live forty miles from here, and we be’ent 
much used to traveling, seeing it’s fifty years 
since we moved out there, and we have never 
been this far from home since we first moved 
out there, and we wouldn’t have come now, 
but our daughter Patience, who was married 
twenty-five years ago next Thanksgiving, has 
been ailing for more nor a year, and we heer’d 
through a neighbor that had just come from 
there, she is mighty bad. We fear she is con- 
sumptive. Out of ten children, she is the 
only one left. All died with consumption. 
In one year we buried five. We felt as if we 
must come to see Patience once more. Oh! 
sir, it was very hard to lose so many children. 
We hoped in our old days to have some of 
them to take care of us, but we are like a 
tree stripped ofits leaves. Ye say, sir, we 
must go two miles further up the river before 
we cross, unless we go over the ferry; then, 
mother,” he said, to his wife, ““we shall not 
see Patience to-night. Neither Dobbin nor I 
can travel much further.” Sadness and dis- 
appointment were depicted on the faces of 
both of the old folks. “I have walked,” said 
he to Mr. Brown, “the most of the way, for 
you see the poor beast is weak, and going 
up hill he coughs so bad. I reckon he is 
kind o’ consumpted like. I gave the last cent 
I had at the last toll-gate.” 

Mr. Brown looked at Mr. Adams, but he 
showed no disposition to aid the poor old 
couple. He was a member of the church, but 
he did not approve of giving to traveling beg- 
gars. A city missionary is never very flush 
of money, and Mr. Brown had at that time 
only twenty-five cents in the world. But as 
he looked at the poor old couple, his kind 
heart prompted him to give them what he 
had, and he knew that the Lord would pro- 
vide for him. When he gave it to them, they 
wept tears of gratitude. 

“May the Lord reward you ten-fold,” said 
the old man. “Now, wife, we can see our 
dear Patience to-night.” 

After they had passed on, “ Well,” said Mr. 
Adams, “Brown, I think you were a great fool. 
Hadn’t you just told me you had but twenty- 
five certs yourself, and you have a jour- 
ney before you. 
along?” 

“The Lord will provide,” replied Mr. 
Brown, “has he not said, ‘Whosoever giveth 
to the poor lendeth to the Lord, and that 
which he giveth will he repay him again?’ 
I am not afraid to trust such a creditor.” 

Mr. Adams counted his money by thou- 
sands. He forgot that he was only a steward, 
and that he would have to give an account at 
the last day of the manner in which he had 
spent his wealth. 

Mr. Brown started soon after on his jour- 
ney, which he was obliged to take on foot. 
After walking some hours, until his stomach 
felt as empty as his purse, he sat down under 
the shade of a tree to rest. As he did so, he 
observed a gentleman approaching, who made 
no pretensions to godliness. As he came up, 
he exclaimed, ‘“‘Why, Brown, I was just think- 
ing of you. As I had received some money 
to-day, I thought I would give you a little 
when I got to town, for I knew you would 
make a better use of it than I.” As he said 
this, he handed Mr. Brown a two dollar bill. 

Reader, ‘Do not harden thy heart, nor shut 
thine hand from thy poor brother.” God 
says: “Thou shalt open thy hand wide unto 
him, and shalt surely lend him sufficient for 
his need in that which he wanteth.” 

He that giveth to the poor shall not lack, but 
he that hideth his hand shall have many a curse. 

Aunt Saran. 
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WORK AND REWARD. 


“?Tis not the whole of life to live, 
Nor all of death to die.” 





E are put in this world to be useful— 

each one has his own appropriate place, 

but it is not designed that we should only 

secure our own ends—we are to benefit 
others. 

What would you think of the man who 
would not plant trees around his dwelling, 
because there was a prospect of his not living 
to enjoy either their shade or the fruit? 

The oak, that monarch of the forest, drops 
its leaves season after season, which, acted 
upon by the frost of winter and heat of sum- 
mer, mingle with the soil which they enrich. 
After a while, acorn after acorn finds a 
hiding-place in the soft mould; and long 
after the parent tree has yielded to the storms 
or the woodman’s axe, out of the strength 
and richness it has imparted to the soil, shall 
grow up fair and goodly trees. 

A man should bless the place he occupies, 
so that when he goes out from the world, and 
his face and form are forgotten, the memory 
of his good deeds may outlive him. 

Who of us living remembers Washington? 
Yet the legacy he has left us, and the strug- 
gles he went through to obtain it, have en- 
deared him and his co-patriots to the heart of 
every American, and we love and reverence 
the man for the good he has done. 

We are to prepare for a life beyond the grave, 
andaccordingas we have done in this world will 


How do you expect to get |* 








we be rewarded in the next. How necessary 
it is, then, that we should endeavor to do our 
duty here, and accomplish all the good we 
can, during our brief stay. 

“The memory of the just is blessed;” and the 
grandest monuments are those we bear upon 
our hearts to the memory of those, who, hay- 
ing “fought the good fight, and finished their 
course, have inherited eternal life.” 

“And I saw a great white throne, and him 
that sat on it, from whose face the earth and 
the heaven fled away; and there was found 
no place for them.” 

“And I saw the dead, small and great, stand 
before God; and the books were opened; and 
another book was opened, which was the book 
of life ; and the dead were judged out of those 
things which were written in the books, 
according to their works.” A 

New York. 
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RETAINING OUR OLDER SCHOLARS. 


CORRESPONDENT at Richmond, Ind., 

in your paper of Aug. 6, makes the fol- 

lowing inquiry: ‘“ Will the ‘ Zimes’ tell us 

how to hold on to our older scholars?” Al- 

low me to relate an incident which may throw 

some light upon that correspondent’s path- 
way. 

About two months since, a countryman 
from Clarke county, Ind., called in at one of 
the western Sunday-school depositories, and 
gazing around as though in a strange place, 
inquired: “Do you keep Sunday-school 
books here?” Upon receiving an answer in 
the affirmative, “Well,” said he, “I have 
thirteen dollars here for Sunday-school 
books.” “I suppose, then,” said the store- 
keeper, “that you want a library.” “No,” 
says he, “I don’t.” “Is your school a new 
one or an old one?” asked the storekeeper. 
‘A bran new one,” replied the countryman. 
‘“‘ Never had one in that place before.” “Then,” 
said the storekeeper, “I suppose you want 
some primers and spellers.’ ‘No, I don’t,” 
says the man. He laid out all his funds in 
Testaments and Question books. He said he 
wanted a dozen Testaments of the largest 
type, as many of the scholars had to wear 
glasses. It appeared, upon further inquiry, that 
the whole neighborhood, old as well as young, 
had turned into the Sahbath-school to study 
God’s word, and all the means they had raised 
were needed to fit them out with books of in- 
struction. 

If more attention were given to the matter 
of interesting adults in the study of the 
Scriptures, in connection with our Sabbath- 
schools, would not their presence and exam- 
ple have great influence in securing the con- 
tinued attendance of the older boys and girls? 
Iam glad to know that some of our schools 
in this city have organized adult classes with 
this object in view. Last spring I was pre- 
sent at the re-organization of a school in the 
country, about twelve miles distant, where the 
pastor of the church insisted upon having a 
class or two of married folks in his school, and 
succeeded. And why should not all our 
Sabbath-schools embrace scholars of every 
age? Are any so far advanced in years or 
learning that they have no further occasion 
for studying that Book which never loses its 
interest to the faithful student? 

Do not the signs of the times indicate an 
approaching conflict between truth and error? 
And do we not need for such seasons men 
“ mighty in the Scriptures?” and is there any 
better way of securing such than by the me- 
thod above suggested? Will not a thorough 
acquaintance with the holy Scriptures prove 
an effectual safeguard against the spread of 
error? Let us aim then to have adult Bible 
classes in all our Sabbath-schools, both in city 
and country, and we shall no longer hear the 
excuse from our boys and girls, “I am too 
old to go to Sabbath-school,” and the false 
impression that exists that these schools are 
intended only for young children be entirely 
effaced. MY. ¥. 
Louisville, Ky. 


For the cali Times. 
GLEANINGS OF FORMER DAYS. 


SEE in a late number of the Times the old 

question raised by our friend in Indiana, 
viz.: How can we keep the older scholars in 
the Sunday-schools? Why, sir, in 1828 this 
question was considered by all of our oldest 
and wisest ministers of the gospel, these re- 
siding on the western reserve (northern Ohio), 
as the most profound and difficult question 
connected with the Sunday-school interest. 
In our conference of churches, where we had 
reports from Sunday-schools, was it asked, 
but without any response. In the Sunday- 
school with which I was connected—which 
was at that time no doubt the largest on the 
reserve, numbering about 150—we had the 
same trouble. What could be done? At 
length some two or three classes of mothers, 
or as they are sometimes called, spectacle 
classes, were commenced in side slips in one 
part of the church; and soon after we had 
the young ladies. An effort was soon made 
to get a fathers’ class; but they had become 
exceedingly attached to the horse shed con- 
ventions, which were held on Sabbath inter- 
mission. One old Connecticut deacon was 
applied to: “But,” said he, “I am so deaf 
that I should disturb you all if I was there.” 
At length he was asked to stay and open the 
school by prayer. He did so; and then sat 
and looked on through the exercises, and 
showed an interest by an occasional tear es- 
caping from his eyes. Not long after he was 
invited to stay and address the school at its 
close, which he being a warm-hearted Chris- 
tiae accepted. Soon after, the old deacon, 
with several others of his age, formed a class, 
and in a short time several other classes of 
the fathers were organized, which seemed not 
only to destroy the horse shed conventions, 


but it did more, it answered that grave ques- 


tion; for in a short time a goodly number of 
young men came into the Sunday-school and 
asked for a teacher for their class. That 
sight and that fact has lived in my memory 
for more than thirty years, and I presume 
will, if I should stay here thirty years longer. 
Please tell the brother to organize what we 
call here new fashioned Sunday-schools, which 
take the old folks as well as the children. 
From a Sunpay-Scnoo. Brorugr. 
Michigan, August, 1859. 








MIsEeRABLE are those who measure the au- 
thority of a doctrine by the numbers receiving 
it. Truth always overcomes, though for a 
time it is found among the few. He who, for 
proof, betakes himself to numbers, confesses 
himself conquered. Let me see the beauty of 
truth, and immediately I am persuaded. A 
multitude may overawe, but cannot persuade. 
How many myriads could persuade me to be- 
lieve that day is night, that poison is food? 
In determining earthly things we do not re- 
gard numbers, shall we do so in heavenly 
things? Ireverence numbers ; but only when 
they produce proof, not when they shun in- 
quiry. Can you confirm a lie by numbers? 





New York Depository, 375 Broadway. 
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WAS IT YOUR CHURCH? 


T was in a beautiful valley in the country. 
It might have been in a city. There are 
some churches, in many respects similar, in 
busy streets. But this church was in the 
country, and such a country! Rich harvest- 
fields waved in the summer breeze. Orchards, 
where trees did not break with their heavy 
loads, just because they were used to it. Farm- 
houses telling in all their surroundings of 
their owners’ ample means. Heavy-swarded 
meadows sloping down to the water's = 
The very fences were almost hidden with 
vines, that seemed to exult in the luxuriance 
of their liberty, as it was only there that the 
thrifty farmers gave them room to expatiate. 
The hills melting 


“Far into distant regions blue and pale.” 


But I forbear. Describing a lovely land- 
scape is like trying to write down sunbeams. 

After passing many an attractive home, 
with its dazzling white in fine contrast with 
the shaded windows, its uses and its ever- 
greens, its trim walks, we came to the church, 
on 4 little eminence, bare and bleak and deso- 
late. The horses were fastened promiscu- 
ously, with not a single merciful shed to pro- 
tect them from the winter’s storm or summer’s 
heat, while the full blaze of a scorching sun 
poured down on the restless and heated 
animals. They would appreciate short ser- 
mons. A crowd of men stood without, al- 
though the hour had arrived for the services 
to commence. One would have supposed, 
beforehand, that they would have entered at 
once, in order to become cool and calm, and 
to compose their minds to the holy duties. 
The marvel ceased on entrance. The interior, 
plain in its first inception, was chillingly 
repulsive. Paint and lime had long been 
tabooed. The windows had doubtless been 
clear originally, as glass is usually transpa- 
rent when manufactured. But the sky seen 
through these seemed ever lowering for a 
storm. They were, with one exception, un- 
shaded. Long ago, some bird in its flight 
had probably dropped a seed, and from this 
may have sprung the lowly shrub, which now 
with its grateful foliage threw a refreshing 
shadow on one corner. A pale, consumptive 
creature, for whom the roses were blooming 
for the last time, could thus in comparative 
comfort listen to the heavenly message. The 
seats were hard, stiff, and mostly uncush- 
ioned, and without benches for the support 
of the weak and weary. The tiny feet of the 
children 





“Hung dangling down, 
Anxious, in vain, to find the distant floor.” 
The aisles were covered, it is true, with a 
carpet. But its colors had faded into one 
common hue. Underneath, the accumulation 
of winter’s mud and summer’s dust had rare- 
ly been disturbed, though some more ambi- 
tious particles hebdominally went on excur- 
sions on their own account. That they did 
not return, might be inferred from the 
“ Dust on the pulpit, dust on the stairs, 
Dust on the benches, the pews and the chairs.” 


A clumsy stove, which in winter kept the 
temperature just one degree above freezing, 
still lumbered the aisle, with its ashy hearth 
and rusty pipes. Outside, the whole yard 
had been carpeted by another Hand, with a 
most exquisite green, softer than Turkish tuft, 
up to the very sill; and constantly, as was 
needed, the clouds poured down a shower 
of crystal freshness upon the verdure, and 
dashed against the house and the windows 
upon the exterior. Butthe interior * * 

And this house, these tenants at will, every 
foot of whose fertile lands they held at the 
pleasure of its Lord, liable at any moment to 
ejectment—they call a church! Here they 
come from their neat and comfortable houses 
to worship him who owns “the cattle on a 
thousand hills.” and to whom their fairest 
and best fruits should be a grateful offering. 
They are willing that their sons and daugh- 
ters should grow up to maturity, with such 
surroundings repelling from his sacred courts 
engraven among the indellible recollections 
of childhood. In an Ancient Volumce a fearful 
curse is denounced against his people, “In 
that ye have not kept the charge of my holy 
things.” Ezekiel 44. 8. And by another 
prophet, judgments are declared to have 
been sent—“ Because of mine house that is 
waste, saith the Lord of hosts.” Haggai 1. 9. 

Says an earnest modern writer, “I do not 
understand the feeling which would arch our 
own gates, and pave our own thresholds, and 
leave the church with its narrow door, and 
foot-worn sill; the feeling which enriches 
our own chambers with all manner of costli- 
ness, and endures the bare walls, and mean 
compass of the temple. It is not the church 
we want, but the sacrifice; not the emotion 
of admiration, but the act of adoration; not 
the gift, but the giving.” 

Shall we grudge these things, because of 
the cost? So thought not the princely David. 
“Neither will I offer to my God of that which 
doth cost me nothing.” Was not the temple 
modeled by the direction of God’s own Spirit, 
rich with gold and silver, and carved work ? 
Under our fuller dispensation, needing ten 
thousand buildings instead of one, we may 
not raise in every village, und on every hill- 
top, such a temple, glowing in the rising sun, 
with its snowy mountain of marble, that shall 
call forth the wondering appeal: “ Behold 
what manner of stones, and what buildings 
are here!” Yet as far as our own more 
abundant means supply, shall we not cheer- 
fully, generously, joyfully make the church 
of our God beautiful in the purity of its conse- 
crated holiness ? 

There are several reasons of a reflex nature, 
which should actuate us in caring for the 
honor of his house, besides our duty to God. 

Our associations within the sacred courts, 
and those of our children, should be agreeable, 
and not dismal and painful. The mind will 
ever turn to pleasant memories. Shall those 
connected with religion, alone be made repul- 
sive? 

Again, we will take a deeper interest in all 
its services. The tended garden is fairer and 
dearer than the neglected field. 

The gates of Zion would be more likely to 
attract strangers to his house, and to his 
covenant of promise. How else can we invite 
the careless to “come into his courts with 
thanksgiving, and into his gates with praise?” 

It were a terrible reflection to one who ex- 
pects to spend an eternity in heaven, that 
some, within the sphere of his influence, who 
might have been won to frequent a comfort- 
able and attractive church, have, instead, 
wandered off on the dark mountains of sin, 
and that their voices shall never join the an- 
gelic chorals. 

One thought more. Were our Saviour now 
on earth, as he once trod the streets of Jeru- 
salem, and we were sure that on the coming 
Sabbath he would enter into our church, would 
we feel that it was ready for his reception— 
all prepared to welcome our Lord? Is it not 
his house? Shall we not meet him cys ? 

A. T. D. 





“He Hath Done All Things Well) 


When sore temptations crowd upon my soul, 
And through the mist no gleam of light appears, 
Still, as the waves of trouble nearer roll, 
Remind me, Lord, “He hath done all things 
well.” 


Whene’er with weakness and with pain opprest, 
Alone I wait, while others join in praise; 
Then, in that blessed hear of sacred rest, 
Let my heart feel, “He hath done all things 
well.” 


And if a keener anguish wound my heart, 
When thou dost call, to dwell with thee above, 
Those from whom most it grieves my soul to part, 
Still let me say, “He hath done all things 
well.” 


And when the solemn hour of death draws near, 
And I too listen for thy summons home, 
Resting my soul on Jesus without fear, 
Be my last word, “He hath done all things 
well. 





For the Sunday-School Times. 
THE STRAWBERRY PARTY. 


ite was a lovely day in June, and the little 
village of N———had never looked prettier 
under its thick veil of leaves, when Miss Allen 
dismissed her school, and the children were 
seen taking their way homeward. Two of 
the girls, apparently engaged in discussing 
some important question, were soon joined by 
another, who asked— 

“What are you talking about? Is it a se- 
cret? I think it is too bad, Mary Jane, that 
you always monopolize Lucy in that way. 
Nobody else can get a chance to talk with her 
but you !” 

Mary Jane answered kindly to, the harsh 
remark just made; forshe was not given to 
that spirit of bitterness which too often shows 
itself in the relations of school-girls. So she 
only said, with a Vem tone— 

“T have no wish to monopolize Lucy, I as- 
sure you. Only, somehow or other, we always 
fall in together, and I enjoy talking with her. 
I know I can learn nothing but that which is 
good of her. If you wish to know what we 
were talking about, I would as soon tell you 
as not. I was saying to Lucy how hard it 
would be for me to give up going to Mrs. 
Story’s on Thursday night.” 

“What? Are younot going? It will bea 
beautiful party, and mother is making me 
anew dress for the occasion. I would not 
give up going there for the world! But then 
it is just like you—you always do strange 
things, as if you wanted to be different from 
other people !” 

Mary Jane blushed deeply on hearing the 
unfeeling remark, for she was a girl of great 
sensitiveness. For a moment she was tempted 
to answer back sharply, but she remembered 
what her father had read that very morning at 
prayers: ‘The fruits of the Spirit are peace 
and long suffering,” and so, with a id 
glance of her heart towards her Heavenly Fa- 
ther, she said: 

wif you knew my reasons for not 
Mrs. Story’s party, you would perhaps be less 
severe in judging me, Annie. I do not feel 
like amusing myself a whole evening while 
my poor lame sister is left at home all alone. 
She has so little enjoyment, and is so great a 
sufferer, that I would rather stay with her, 
however much I might wish to share your 
pleasure.” 

Annie felt rebuked by that simple statement 
of her school-mate. She knew how incapable 
she would be herself of such a sacrifice, and, 
like all persons who are aware of their defi- 
ciencies, but are not humble enough to ac- 
knowledge them, she did not like to find her 
selfishness brought out into such strong relief 
by the Christian spirit of one of her age. She 
was almost vexed for having forced upon her- 
seif the knowledge of her friend’s devotion, and 
all day long was uncomfortable in her mind, 
thinking of nothing else. 

When the girls reached home, Mary Jane 
went to sit by her invalid sister, and told her 
all about her morning studies, her pretty walk 
along the fragrant lane, and of the gi, bat 
she was careful to say nothing about the 
strawberry party and her determination not 





to attend it. She had delic enough to 
spare her sister the regret of knowing that 
sacrifices were made for her. In this addi- 


tional care of her kind and thoughtful love, 
she showed that no selfishness or self-preoc- 
cupation had introduced its deadly poison 
into her generous nature. She showed that 
in earnest she wished to follow and live out 
the divine precept: “Do unto others as ycu 
wish that it were done unto you.” There was 
neither sullenness nor silent vexing about her 
manner and her words; on the contrary, she 
thought of several new things with which to 
interest and amuse her poor sister. When 
the evening of the pertr came, after she had 
helped dress Lucy’s hair with the wild flowers 
which they both had gathered for that purpose, 
she took her place again in the little sick 
room, and, with her amiable cheerfulness, 
read a new book to the poor sufferer. 

Now, all this sacrifice had been accom- 
plished wo the unflinching determination 
to please God. This was the uppermost mo- 
tive of Mary Jane’s life. It guided every one 
of her actions, and day by day drifted them 
all into the broad channel of devotion to 
others. Selfishness she had rooted out of her 
heart. Whenever she felt that it made an 
effort to shoot up there again, she at once 
went in prayer to him who is never far, nor 
absent, and whose help will ever be found 
sufficient and timely. 

Try and do as Mary Jane did! Then will 
come to you a sweet consciousness of satis- 
faction and peace, which will amply compen- 
sate you for any enjoyment given up, or any 
personal comfort sacrificed, in behalf of others. 

Lrnro. 





Diamonp Curtine.—The process of cutting 
brings out the inherent beauty of the dia- 
mond, and greatly enhances its value. Even 
after the stone has been cut, if unskillfally 
done, the sparkling beauty of the gem is 
wanting. No c of position which the 
commissioners tried could make the Kohinoor 
appear, at the London exhibition, much su 
rior to a piece of rock crystal ; but after having 
been recut, it became one of the choicest bril- 
liants. For a long period the Jews of Am- 
sterdam have almost exclusively monopolized 
that branch of indus Ata time when they 
were persecuted in all the other nations of 
Europe, the liberal laws and flourishing trade 
of Amsterdam encouraged them to settle there 
in great numbers ; and the diamond mills were 
erected under the special protection which the 
States of Holland afforded to capital and en- 
terprize. It is calculated that not fewer than 
10,000 out of the 28,000 Jews who live in 
Amsterdam depend directly and indirectly on 





the diamond trade. 
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to be in England and Wales 

six millions of persons who are not to be 
found within the walls of of wor- 
tions have brought to alarming fact 


that « large part of these persons, who have 

us forsaken the sanctuary, were 
once regular attendants upon Sunday-schools. 
into the depths of society where 
the the squalid, and the degraded 
herd together, is said to bring up the startling 
fact that large numbers of these outcasts were 
once Sunday-school scholars. 

Such a fact may well be called startling. 
It calls upon American Christians, no less 
than those of Great Britain, to investigate the 
causes, Such a state of things, we are happy 
to does not exist in this country. 
But the fact of its existence there shows that 
the mere bringing of the juvenile population 
into the Sunday-school, is not of itself suffi- 
cient to evangelion society. We must not only 
bring the children into the school, but we 
must keep them there. They must grow up 
in the school to be men and women. The 
school must be to them only a stepping-stone, 
an invisible, unbroken thread, leading them 
into the church. If the Sunday-school is so 
managed that its pupils, particularly those 
belonging to the poorer classes, such as are 
gathered in our mission-schoole, gradually 
fall off, and disappear, as they become twelve 
or fourteen years of age; if the school is not 
so managed that it shall substantially, with 
few exceptions, permanently retain its acqui- 
sitions, and incorporate them as an integral 
and vital part of a Christian congregation, 
then, so far forth, its mission as an aggressive 
evangelistic force, is a failure. 

We, in this country, generally have very 
little idea of the amount of Sunday-school 
missionary effort that has been put forth in 
England. There is no country in the world 
in which so many of the poor and ignorant 
have been gathered into Sunday-schools. 
There are at this time, in England and Wales, 
no less than 23,514 Sunday-schools, contain- 
ing 2,407,642 scholars, or about 13 per cent. 
of the whole population. Yet, while the 
Ohristians of that country have bestowed 
such unwearied pains upon mission-schools, 
and have succeeded, for generation after 
generation of children, to bring 4 really large 
proportion of them into the schools, the fact 
still stares them in the face, that the great 
mass of the adult poor are not church-goers. 
About the age of twelve, sometimes earlier, 
the scholars leave the school, and then go 
back into the state of entire indifference to 
religion from which fer the time they had 
been rescued. In other words, the Sunday- 
school in England, whatever else it has done, 
has not been the nursery of a church-going 

Such is the assertion. In proof 
of it, is alleged the fact that the percentage of 
adult poor who do not go to the church at all 
is manifestly and largely out of proportion 
to the percentage of the juvenile poor who do 
not attend Sunday-school. The juvenile poor 
arein the school, while the adult poor are out 
of the church, 

American Christians should see to it that 
no such result shall ever be quoted of our 
schools. It is within the province of the 
Sunday-school to prevent such a result. Just 
so far as such a result is taking place in any 
neighborhood or community, the Sunday- 
school, as an aggressive evangelistic worker, 
is a failure. 


gerd 





T is no uncommon thing in a Sunday- 
school to see a young man or a young 
woman, while engaged in teaching, come to a 
perfect stand-still, with a sense of most pain- 
ful embarrassment written all over the face. 
The would-be teacher sits before his class, 
earnestly longing to say or do something, but 
not knowing exactly how to getatit. He feels 
that six pair of bright eyes are watching every 
movement, that fellow-teachers are in pro- 
voking proximity on this side and on that, 
that the practiced eye of the superintendent, 
however he may try to disguise his observa- 
tions, is yet all the while quietly taking the 
measure of his every deficiency. With a sense 
of awkwardness that is a living martyrdom, 
he is ready to despair and to give up his class 
entirely. Yet he knows that there is no one 
to supply the vacancy, and so he patiently 
suffers on. 

Nor is this painful experience limited to 
the ignorant and ill-informed. On the con- 
trary, it is all the more likely to occur to one 
of high culture and decided intellectual abi- 
lities. Such a person is ordinarily more 
keenly alive than others are, to the sense of the 
ridiculous. He would be ready to sink to the 
floor with mortification at making mistakes, 
of which one more obtuse or less intelligent 
would hardly be conscious. Time and again 
have we known timid young persons of this 
kind give up in despair, and leave the Sab- 
bath-school altogether, who, with a very little 
judicious training, might have become first 
rate teachers. 

Now, there ought to be some remedy for 
this. Ourpublic schools have found a remedy 
in the Normal School. The distinctive idea 
of a Normal school is, not an institution for 
teaching particular branches, such as are 
taughtin other schools, arithmetic, grammar, 
geography, history, and the like, but a school 
for teaching the art of teaching. These 
branches are indeed studied to some extent in 
a Normal school, but they are studied with a 
view to the mode in which they are to be im- 
parted to others. A Normal pupil is supposed 
to be already acquainted with the facis and 
principles of these various branches. He now 


: of their own instructor, he 
end & of time in talking over, with 
neir and among themselves, their 
failures and their successes. Their minds are 
all alive to the invention of modes for gain- 
ing the attention of the children. If the 
teacher or any one of the Normal class hits upon 
a plan or an idea that works well, every one 








| seizes it with the greatest avidity. Thus, 


after with the branches 

Petree: hac of they have become ac- 
| quainted, either by lectures or by books, with 
the theory of teaching, as science, it is sur- 
prising how soon, with a little practice of this 
kind, they acquire the art. If the faculty of 
teaching is in them at all, a very few experi- 
mental lessons, under thé eye of an expe- 
rienced teacher, will develop it. The fact of 
their possessing within themselves this power 
to teach, sometimes breaks upon themselves 
with all the force of a surprising and most 
delightful discovery. The good teacher goes 
on indeed to improve as long as he lives. But 
his greatest achievement is when he takes the 
first step, when he first learns to teach at all. 
The pupils of our public Normal schools gain 
there a start which sends them forward the 
rest of their lives. Thus a very little judi- 
cious experimental training redeems hundreds 
of candidates from utter and hopeless incom- 
petency, and converts an awkward and pain- 
ful drudgery into keen, hopeful, and produc- 
tive labor. 

Can the Normal school idea be ingrafted 
upon our Sunday-schools? Can the hun- 
dreds of thousands of would-be teachers of 
Sunday-schools be, by any means, converted 
into real teachers, such as the tens of thou- 
sands that we now have? He who shall find 
out how to do this, will do a greater work than 
if he were to send into the field a hundred 
missionaries. 





OSE who have been at sea when the 

winds were abroad and the ship’s rudder 
gone or disabled, have been tossed about in a 
very unpleasant if not dangerous manner. 
The apostle speaks of a moral condition 
analagous to the one above alluded to. He 
speaks of those who are tossed about by 
every wind of doctrine. They have no clear- 
ly perceived, settled opinions on any subject. 
They listen to every new utterance, and yield 
assent for the time being to the opinions last 
uttered in their hearing. 

Such persons can of course have no con- 
sistency of character or conduct. Men act 
in accordance with their opinions. If their 
opinions are constantly changing, their courses 
of action must experience a corresponding 
change. 

Hence in order to attain stability and con- 
sistency of character, a knowledge of the fun- 
damental doctrines of religion is essential. 
Men should study the doctrines of the Bible, 
not that they may have a creed to exhibit, 
but that they may meet the necessary condi- 
tions of a stable and consistent character. 

Some men are tossed about by surrounding 
influences. They may have correct views of 
doctrine, and when left to themselves will act 
consistently with those doctrines; but they 
have little power to resist surrounding in- 
fluences. They have little self-reliance—little 
energy of will. They yield to the current of 
influence flowing at any given time. Now it 
flows in one direction, now in another. Thus 
they are carried, now in one direction and 
now in another. Very uncomfortable lives 
do such persons live, since they never knew 
for any length of time what they will be and 
what they will do. 

It is a Christian duty to cultivate self-reli- 
ance, energy of will, the power to say no to 
all solicitation which would lead us astray 
from the path of Christian consistency. 

Some are tossed about by passion. When 
they are calm, we can calculate their course 
of action. We know what are the principles 
which control them. But when passion is in 
the ascendant, the control of principle is lost. 
And some men are liable to be carried away 
by passion at any moment. A slight thing 
dethrones reason and gives the reins to pas- 
sion. They are tossed from one sin to another 
on the waves of passion. 

Christians should obtain the rule over their 
spirits. Love, not anger, should be the go- 
verning passion. Of all men, Christians 
should be firm, consistent, unchanging, save 
from glory to glory. 








OLERGYMAN in New Hampshire, in 

remitting the subscription price for a 
copy of the Zimes, says: ‘I am very much 
pleased with the paper. It is richly worth 
its cost, and, in my opinion, every Sunday- 
school teacher should be a constant reader of 
its pages. It is instructive, suggestive, invi- 
gorating, amiable in temper, and devoted to 
its great purpose. 

Then, again, embittering controversy is ex- 
cluded. This is the true way to union and all 
religious suceess. You have my best wishes for 
your prosperity. Asa New England pastor, I 
deem it my privilege to commend the 7imes as 
admirably adapted to excite all Christians to 
obedience in the great work of the church, 
that of training the young, so as to lead them 
to Christ. I hope to be able to add still fur- 
ther to your list.” 





Tue TABERNACLE AmoneG THB MounrTains.— 
At the noon prayer-meeting the other day, 


the Rey. John Chambers read an extract from 


a letter dated at Pottsville, giving a very 
cheering account of what the preaching Tent 
is doing in that region. The extract is as fol- 


lows: ‘ We have most blessed times at pre- 
sent in these mountains. 
nacle’ has never accomplished what it is now 
accomplishing. Our audience has been some- 
times so large that hundreds have gone away. 


The ‘ Union Taber- 


Night before last we had 3,600 persons, and 
over 1,400 at the children’s meeting. Some 
go a distance of three miles to attend our 
sunrise prayer-meeting. This is the way the 
thing is working. The anxious meeting is 
largely attended. Infidels, gamblers, and 
drunkards, are among the anxious.” 





Tus Hindoos, it is said, when gathering in 


their harvest, before it is moved from the 


threshing floor, always take out the portion 
for their god. However poor, however much 
in debt, or however much the crops may run 





takes up these facts and principles to inquire 


short, the god’s portion is first given. 





Mn. Joun Smiru, of Andover, Mass., has 
presented to the Free church, in that town, 
property valued at about $16,000. The edi- 
fice occupied by the church, and the land upon 
which it stood, are included in the gift. 


Tux Rev. John B. Spencer, who was offici- 
ating in the Methodist church in Morehouse, 
La,, had arrived at about the middle of his 
discourse, when he fell back speechless and 
died in a few hours. 








Tux First Baptist church, Syracuse, N, Y., 
was burned on Tuesday morning, 23d of Au- 
gust. It was a fine edifice, aud the loss is 
stated at $20,000; insurance only $3,000. 





Tue North church and society of Hartford 
have presented to their late pastor, the Rev. 
Dr. Bushnell, the handsome gift of $10,000 
as a provision for himself and his family. 





If the minister's hands fall through weak- 
ness, shall I not have reason to blame myself 
if I have not been always there to sustain him 
by my prayers and presence? 





Tus Rev. R. 8S. Crampton has been appoint- 
ed as District Secretary for central New York 
by the American and Foreign Christian Union. 





Tur Rev. Dr. Dana, of Newburyport, Mass., 
died on the 27th of August, aged 89 years. 





A. J. Buspsox, LL.D., has been elected Pre- 
sident of the University of Missouri. 


THE CONVENTION AT OSWEGO. 


INCE the great National Convention in this 
city last February, there has been no Sun- 
day-school gathering to which we have looked 
forward with so much expectation of good, 
as that which convened on Wednesday of the 
present week, in Oswego, New York. We 
know that a large number of the most expe- 
rienced and efficient Sunday-school men have 
been preparing to be at that meeting. We 
expect that wise, practical, and comprehen- 
sive schemes of aggressive benevolence will 
be among the fruits of the counsels there 
held. We expect, too, that the impulses 
there given will carry forward the good cause 
with increased momentum in every part of 
the great Empire State. We hope that the 
warm hearts there brought together will kin- 
dle a fire which shall awaken the zeal of the in- 
different, while it adds anew flame to their own. 
There is indeed much of the Sunday-school 
work that cannot be materially aided by such 
gatherings. But they are of incalculable be- 
nefit in thoroughly rousing the energies of 
Sunday-school workers. } 
In view of the importance attached to this 
convention, we have made arrangements to 
give a full Phonographic Report. 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL CONVENTION 


IN NEBRASKA. 














HE Romans among the ancients, and the 
French among the moderns are celebrated 
for their power of organization. Neither of 
them exceed in this respect our western peo- 
ple. No people in the world, no people that 
have ever been known in history, have shown 
such a talent as ours for organizing a govern- 
ment. No people can so promptly get up 
and manage a general convention for push- 
ing the interests of any particular cause. 
Here is a case in point: The pioneers of Ne- 
braska can hardly be said to be as yet in the 
woods, much less out of it. Yet, with true 
American instinct, they have already issued 
a call for a TerritoriaL Sunpay-Scuoor Con- 
vENTION. From the preliminaries which have 
fallen under our notice, and the programme 
of operations set forth in the call, we have no 
doubt it will be an active, energetic, working 
body, and that it will give a strong and de- 
cided impulse to the cause in that nascent 
State. The Convention is to be held at Ne- 
braska City on the 14th of September. 


JAYNE’S HALL ONCE MORE. 


N consequence of the Sansom street church 
having been closed temporarily for repairs, 
the Noon prayer-meeting has been moved 
back for atime to its old, world-famous place, 
JAYNE’S HALL. On Monday last, when this 
change first began, the immense hall was 
nearly full. Should so large an attendance 
continue, arrangements may perhaps be made 
for keeping the meeting there permanently. 
The attendance and the interest of this meet- 
ing have been kept up without flagging all 
through the summer. As the citizens are re- 
turning home from their summer exodus, 
there are strong indications of a returning 
and overflowing tide towards this meeting. 
The Sansom street church could not hold the 
numbers who now attend. 











THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL MISSIONARY 
In a Mormon District, 


EAR FRIENDS :—Let me tell you something 

about Hancock county. This county a few 
years ago was the headquarters of Mormonism. 
The Mormons numbered at one time over 20,000 
in this county. Nauvoo is the place where the 
great Mormon temple was built. It was burnt 
down soon after they were driven out. Only a 
part of it stands to tell the traveller what a mighty 
structure stood there once. 

I visited the jail in Carthage, the county town, 
the place where Joe Smith, the Mormon prophet, 
was slain. The bullet-holes in the doors and win- 
dows are still to be seen. While this county was 
under the reign of Mormonism the darkest deeds 
that were ever perpetrated in the great valley of 
the Mississippi were there enacted. No pen or 
tongue can describe the horrible state of things 
that existed here but a few years ago. 

In the year 1852 I went as & Sunday-school 
missionary to this county, and organized ten Sun- 
day-schools, where there was no religious worship 
of any kind. These schools, all but one, are still 
going on, and out of five of them evangelical 
churches have grown up in which they now have 
regular preaching. 

The effects of Mormonism are still felt here, 
There is nobody that will own that he is a Mor- 
mon, yet there is every kind of “ism” here that can 
be found in the West. This is a rich prairie 
county; not rich people, but rich in land, and 

hildren by th ds. As for money, there is 





none. 

I have never felt the want of funds to give Sun- 
day-school libraries away so much as I have in 
this county. For the four new achools which I 
organized, I had to go and hunt up eld books that 
had been used for years in other schools. Some 
of the books had been literally read to pieces. 

One of the schools raised five dollars, and I 





gave them five more. 0, how thankfully they re- 
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ceived it. It was given by a lady of New York 
for my field. 

There is a great opening now in this county for 
the Sunday-school missionary work. Two or 
three months could be spent profitably in this 
county alone; and this is only one out of the 
twenty counties that my field of labor embraces. 

I found some warm-hearted Christians in this 
county, ready to co-operate in every good word and 
work. 

They want Sunday-schools everywhere in this 
county, and Union Sunday-schools are the only 
kind that can succeed. The people are very much 
divided in religious sentiment, but all like the 
American Sunday-School Union. 

May the Lord bless you all, is the sincere prayer 
of your humble Sunday-school missionary, 

Srernen Paxson. 





Sunday-School Correspondence. 
To the First Reformed Dutch Church Sunday- 

School, Poughkeepsie, New York. 

EAR CHILDREN: Scarcely has the ink 
dried on my first letter,ere I am notified of a 
second donation of $10 from your school. 

Did our young friends ever see a “breaking 
team?” What is a “breaking team?” I think I 
hear some bright-eyed boy, way over in the corner, 
exclaim. “Why, that missionary out in Iowa is 
writing about what I don’t understand: What did 
he call it, Mr. Superintendent? Did he say a 
‘breaking team?’ I have heard of breaking 
horses, but never heard of abreaking team.” Well, 
my little friend, I am now talking to you, and in- 
tend to tell you what a breaking team is. Think, 
then, of ten or twelve oxen yoked to a plough, 
turning over the sod twenty inches wide at a time, 
and driven by one man, while another guides the 
plough. This is what we call breaking up. It is 
done with the object of preparing the ground for 
planting the next spring. Well now, the Sabbath- 
school cause is the great breaking-up team, with 
this addition: It not only prepares the ground, 
but plants the seed, and then follows the Christian 
pastor and gathers the rich harvest. Now, my 
young friends, remember you are contributing to 
aid the great team to do the breaking-up out here 
in Iowa. We have just been making a “breaking” 
at Monticello, a little town in Jones county. So 
far this month I have travelled about 250 miles, 
trying to break up and plant the good seed. The 
Home Missionary Society have sent out the Rev. 
Mr. Butterfield to labor in Jones county, and 
when I went to the school-house at Monticello, I 
found him there, and he told the people the Lord 
had sent the Sabbath-school missionary to establish 
a school, and that he had come also to try and 
establish a church, and I think the result will bea 
school of say seventy-five scholars, and a church 
in a very short time. Here I offered to donate a 
portion of the amount needed to start the school. 
I heard there was a school here three years ago, 
but it was given up. Mr. B. promises to obtain 
the history of the school, and I think perhaps he 
will write it out and send it to Mr. Hart, with a 
request to publish it in the Sunday-School Times. 
I am glad you feel disposed to aid our friends 
here. We need help. Our crops have failed. It 
has been hard times and money is very scarce. 

I pray God may bless you; and I shall always 
delight to hear from you about your school, and 
to communicate such facts as I think will interest 
you. 

I remain your sincere friend, 
H. B.. Swirt, 
Missionary Am. Sunday-School Union. 
Dubuque, Towa. 


THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL 
The Advance Guard of the Church. 





[Extract from the Correspondence of a Missionary 
in Iowa.] 

N the absence of every other means of im- 

provement, mental or spiritual; very fre- 
quently in the absence of that instruction which 
every parent ought to give to his children, the 
Sunday-school missionary by visiting and inter- 
esting them, succeeds in arresting their erring 
feet, and in the organization of the Sunday-school 
introduces a series of movements which ends only 
in day-schools for mental improvement, meeting 
on the Sabbath for spiritual instruction, and a 
general elevation of ideas of duty and moral obli- 
gation to a Supreme Being. Thus, our work in 
the new settlements is to lay foundations. To be 
sure, in many places where we organize the Sun- 
day-school, they have already both day-school 
and occasional preaching ; but the general rule is 
destitution. As the settler makes his claim, and 
occupies it with his log cabin, so we make our 
claim for the church of Christ, and occupy with 
the Sunday-school. With the gospel plough we 
break up these natural meadows, and scatter seeds 
of gospel truth. In due time cometh harvest. 
The reapers gather the sheaves. The church is 
formed, and a house of worship built, minds en- 
lightened, hearts are gladdened, and many a soul 
is saved. 

From such beginnings come our noblest men, 
devoted Christians. 

The church to-day is full of the fruits of faith- 

ful Sunday-school labors. But yesterday I wit- 
nessed two unite with the church, whose testimony 
was to the Sunday-school; and were the church 
robbed of such as these, it would be a Samson 
shorn of his locks. 
If such be the value of this institution to the 
church, how important that the efforts made to 
sustain, ‘mprove, and extend it, be seconded by all 
true Christians. If the Sunday-school is the 
strength and safe-guard of the church, is it not 
the life-guard of the nation? If by placing the 
Bible, and Bible truth in the hands of the youth, 
thus turning their minds to its study, we can 
raise up God-fearing men and women, is it not our 
duty to do it? If there is power in the truth, 
reality in religion, and beauty in holiness, shall 
we not do all in our power to give force and pro- 
minence to these principles? If the Sunday- 
school is (as we believe it to be) the advance- 
guard of the church westward, and with its libra- 
ries, teachers, and Bible, an antidote for the 
poisoned streams which issue from a corrupted 
press, or from polluted lips; if it will guard 
against the desecration of our sacred rest, bring 
honor to our sons, virtue to our daughters, and 
happiness to our homes, while as a nation, it in- 
sures to us peace and safety; if to the church it 
heralds joy and gladness, and announces to the 
great benevolent sister organizations of the land 
new friends to each—thus augmenting the effective 
force on the side of truth; if we say these be 
some of its effects, how can we withhold our in- 
fluence, our labors, and our prayers for its success 
and triumphs. 

The labors of those untiring friends of Ameri- 
can youth demand our sympathy and support. 
There can be no nobler work than giving direc- 
tion to that mighty tide of thought, whose first 
springs are in the plans for developing intellect. 
What higher merit than to fix the destiny of an 
immortal soul for usefulness on earth and happi- 
nezs in heaven? 


Kansas Territory.—The Backsliders Re- 
claimed.—By the blessing of God on the labors 
of yesterday in Sabbath-school, and in a so- 
cial religious meeting at the close, we had the 
unexpected, and we might say the unspeakable 
pleasure of taking by the hand a returning, re- 
penting prodigal, in the person of a young lady, 
who came forward with tearful eyes, exclaiming, 
“Once was T a partaker of this heavenly gift, but 
in this wicked place, far away from Christian 





friends, and Christian privileges and associations, 








deprived of every means of grace, I have shame- 
fully denied my Saviour by taking active part in 
the sinful pleasures of the world.” But now she 
desired to renew her covenant vows with the 
Saviour whom she had so long forsaken, to give 
herself away to him in a new and everlasting 
covenant. The father and mother, also back- 
sliders, went from that little gathering with emo- 
tions too deep for utterance, and I trust with full 
purpose of heart in future, faithfully to serve the 
Lord Christ. 

Two young men present were solemnly and 
deeply affected, manifestly impressed with the 
great importance of personal piety, 





ADDRESSES AT THE 
Sansem Street Prayer-Meeting, 


[Reported for the Sunday-School Times.] 





COME from a neighboring city, one that is 

looked upon I believe throughout this country 
as being God-forsaken—I mean the city of Balti- 
more. But there is a work going on in the hearts 
of the people, especially the young men in the 
city of Baltimore, that shall redound to the glory 
of God in time and through eternity. In our sec- 
tion of the city, young men are joining our forces 
by scores. We commenced last December, and 
formed an association, which now numbers 400 
young men, good and true, all earnest, and fight- 
ing valiantly for God. And the work is still going 
on among them. Moreover, the section of the 
city which appeared to me to be the most riotous, 
where hell itself seemed to be let loose, is now the 
quietest portion of our city. Young men who 
were in clubs have given them up and joined the 
army of the Lord; and in the Sunday-schools we 
wave their banners, and carry their flags in going 
out on our little excursions on the Fourth of July, 
and other occasions. 

Only a few days ago, I was struck with joy and 
gratitude at seeing a young man kneeling at the 
foot of the cross, for whom we had prayed time 
and again. He was notorious as a member 
of one of the clubs, and I myself have seen him 
in the streets with his face painted—I was going 
to say like an Indian, but rather like Satan him- 
self. But now, by the power of God, he sits at 
the foot of the cross—a trophy of divine mercy 
and forbearance. 

A few evenings ago, a young man was arrested 
by the police, for disturbing public worship. He, 
too, has been brought to the foot of thecross. He 
had attended an afternoon union meeting, and 
service in the ovening. He went home, retired to 
rest, and whilst lying in bed, he heard the voice 
of his mother down stairs offering up her suppli- 
cations to God to have mercy upon her son. He 
could not sleep. He could not close his eves, for the 
thought of how he was racking that poor mother’s 
heart, what deep grief he had occasioned her, and 
how he was bringing her grey hairs down in sorrow 
to the tomb. He could endure it no longer. He 
jumped out of bed, went down stairs to his mo- 
ther’s room, knelt by her bedside, and cried out, 
“For God’s sake, oh, mother, forgive me! Not- 
withstanding I have been so profligate, have occa- 
sioned you so much pain, have wounded you so 
deeply, oh! forgive me!” She got out of bed, 
and prayed for and with her boy. They prayed 
and wept, and wept and prayed till daylight; and 
word being sent, some young men came in and 
prayed with him. As I said, these characters are 
coming in by scores, and though the roughest of 
diamonds you ever saw, they are, by and by, to 
grace the Saviour’s diadem, and shine to the praise 
of his glory for all eternity. 

But I must say these men are not altogether 
what they are taken to be. They have been sadly 
neglected. Instead of going up to them and grasp- 
ing them by the hand, Christians have shunned 
them; they have been frowned upon; and instead 
of being prayed for, they have too often been 
cursed. But now there is a better feeling at work 
in the hearts of the community, and we hope for 
the time when all these young men will be 
brought into the army of the Lord. Crowds of 
ten, twenty, thirty and forty, who before congre- 
gated at the corners, and stood in the streets of 
our city, are now going to each other’s houses, and 
singing praises and hallelujahs to God and the 
Lamb. God is blessing their efforts, and will still 
further bless them. 

And now I would say to you, oh, mothers, pray 
for your children! God will answer your prayers. 
And you, young men, if you are in this house to- 
day, out of the ark of safety, take heed! 





AM encouraged by what I have heard this 

morning. These are answers to faith. My 
brethren, God always honors faith reposed in him. 
He honored it in Abraham ; he honored it in Mo- 
ses; he honored it in all the prophets and apos- 
tles; he honored it in that long list of worthies, 
that long list of heroes named in the eleventh 
chapter of the Epistle to the Hebrews of whom 
the world was not worthy. He honorea it in that 
Christian mother of Baltimore as she prayed for 
her son, and wept and prayed with him till break 
of day. Now, faith is all-important. Not only, 
as has been remarked, do persons look to their 
feelings for their faith, but they do also for their 
hopes. Christians sometimes lose good feelings, 
and say they have no hope. Now, the Bible never 
tells us to go to our feelings for our faith or our 
hope, but to Christ. “Look unto me,” is the lan- 
guage, “aud be saved, all the ends of the earth.” 
And there is added, as the reason, “for I am 
God.” What more can we have on which to rest 
our hopes? On what firmer rock could our faith 
repose ? 





$6 (NHOOSE ye this day whom ye will serve.” 


What a choice! On the one hand, not to 
choose Jesus—what is it? It is to live under the 
power of sin. It is to live under the wrath of 
God. It is to go through life with no heavenly 
Father. It is to bear the ills and burdens of life 
with no one to comfort and sustain. It is to lie 
on a bed of sickness, with no God, no Com- 
forter. It is to lie down on a bed of death, 
with no hope beyond the grave. It is to go 
down to the world of eternal despair, separated 
from God and happiness forever! What is it to 
choose Christ? It is to have God for our friend, 
nay, our father in heaven. It is to have Christ 
as our portion and our Redeemer. It is to have 
the Holy Spirit as our Comforter in this life, and 
our guide through the dark valley to the realms of 
light, where Jesus reigns, and where we shall 
praise God throughout all eternity. 

Is there any one ready to make the choice to- 
day? Now isthe time. Choose! “If the Lord 
be God, serve him; if Baal, serve him.” 





DESIRE to say a few words in reference to 

the case of the young man just presented, who 
is resting for salvation on what is called his mo- 
rality. The idea is very current that there is such 
a thing as morality without religion. We speak of 
amoral man a little in this way,—‘ Yes, he’s a 
very moral man, but he has no religion. He is 
unblemished in the relations he suztains to his 
fellow-men ; he is careful to pay his debts; heisa 
man of truth; he deals honestly with his neigh- 
bor; he is, in short, what the world calls an up- 
right, honest man. He is very much more, but he 
has no religion.” This phraseology—very com- 
monly employed—leads us into serious error. 
There is no morality without religion, in the true 
sense of the word. What is morality? It is 
doing to our fellow-men what God requires of us 





to do to them—this is one proof of morality. But 
js this all? A man pays a debt he owes a neigh- 


bor—thus far he is a moral man. But does he 
not owe debts to God? Is he not as much bound 
in duty to “render unto God the things which are 
God's, as to render unto Cegar the things which 
be Cresar’s ?” You might as well tell me a man is 
moral if he pays to A, B or C a debt he owes them, 
and refuses to pay D, E ard F a claim equally 
just. There is no true morality, friends, without 
religion—without we have the fear of God in our 
heart, and try to exhibit that fear in our lives, in 
the discharge of our whole duty both to God and 
man. : 





S the prophet looked into the valley of vision, 
there was no life, no power there. Dead, dry 
bones on the right hand and on the left hand, and 
in the perspective, as far as his eye could reach. 
What did he do? The word “prophecy,” you 
well know, means to preach as well as to foretell 
future events. In this case it was the preaching 
of God’s truth at the first. But so long as the 
preaching went on there was no life in the valley- 
The bones still lay dead. They were very dry— 
the preaching did not wake them up. The preach- 
ing, however, did much—how much God only 
knows ; for it is through the truth proclaimed that 
salvation is to come to man. After the prophet 
had got through his sermon, then came the prayer 
to the “ Wind,” that is the Holy Spirit, and after 
the prayer had been offered, then the whole valley 
began to be alive, and instead of dry bones a 
mighty army stood forth by the power of God. 
Now let us glean instruction from this portion 
of God’s word. This city is just such another 
valley of dry bones, spiritually, as the prophet 
saw. Dry bones everywhere; very dry; and no- 
thing but the power of the mighty Spirit of God, 
the breath of God, can put spiritual life into the 
cold hearts of his children, and awake them to 
zeal and earnestness, and activity in the Christian 
life. O, let us never faint nor waver, feeling that 
when we come up to the “ help of the Lord against 
the mighty,” the Spirit will come with us, that 
God will perform his word, will carry out his 
promise. 





ERMITTED once more to stand in this circle 
of warm and loving Christian hearts, this one 
thought comes up high over everything else—the 
influence, the value of this union of prayer. In 
the past eight months I have been over a consider- 
able extent of our country, to a number of our 
large cities ; but my brethren, I have seen nothing 
like this noon prayer-meeting—although every- 
where you find them. The children of God are 
the same, because they are filled wich the influence 
of the same Holy Spirit. But nowhere have I 
seen such glowing, burning love for Jesus as 
seems to affect the hearte of the people here, and 
so many of them. I stand with you again to-day, 
and it is with a full heart. But we must carry 
further and further the influence of this our meet- 
ing. In Cincinnati great anxiety is expressed to 
know all about the Philadelphia meeting; the 
people crowd in to hear a young man tell thom in 
his simple way what God is doing for us here, 
And it is so in Louisville, and in the smaller 
southern cities where I have been. It is so in the 
city of Washington. Do you ask me what is the 
influence of these meetings? I point you to the 
mothers and wives in the distant south, who have 
come to me, and listened with tears in their eyes 
to the account of these blessed meetings, these 
sweet communings with God the Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit, which his children hold. Do you ask 
me of the influence of this prayer-meeting, I 
point you to the isles of the sea, where similar 
meetings have lately been started, and where roll 
from day to day across the waves of the Atlantic 
such tidings as make our hearts rejoice. I point 
you to that meeting in Belfast, where 20,000 souls 
were singing the same praises with us, and lifting 
up the same sounds to the throne of the eternal 
I AM for a response to the influence of our 
meeting ! 

Then, brethren, let us love this meeting; but 
above all, young men, with life before you; old 
men, blossoming for the tomb, have in your hearts 
the great motive power, the main-spring of this 
whole movement—love jor Jesus. If we all have 
this love, we will pray now as we never prayed, 
and we may expect a baptism from heaven, such 
as we have never yet witnessed. God grant us 
all, without an exception, an interest in that pre- 
cious blood of Jesus Christ, which alone can avail 
us here, and at his bar! 





HE Rev. Dr. Hoyt, of Georgia.—We have 

often heard of this prayer-meeting in our 
place. Hundreds have brought tidings to us. 
Your little book, “Pentecost,” has been read by 
us. The good accomplished by it cannot be esti- 
mated in this world. We have been endeavoring 
to get up a daily prayer-meeting in our place. It 
has been in existence about a year and a half. I 
am surprised, I am astonished, to see so many as 
are here assembled to-day. Reading of the mur- 
der, robbery, and drnnkenness of such frequent 
occurrence in all large cities, my heart sinks when 
I enter them, and I imagine that like ancient 
Sodom, God will burn them up in his vengeance. 
But such a thing will never happen while so many 
pious hearts are devoted to God. I feel en- 
couraged by this meeting, and shall have some- 
thing cheering to tell my people when I get home. 





RECEIVED a letter only the other day from 

a lady, which was blistered with tears. The 
drunkenness of her husband was breaking her 
heart. Let us endeavor by prayer, and by our 
efforts, to turn aside this burning tide of drunken- 
ness that is bringing destruction to so many. 
Nothing but God’s power can help us in this mat- 
ter. Let us have it to avert that cause which is 
making children worse than fatherless, and wives 
worse than widows. 


Ministers and Churches. 


ALBRECHT.—The Rev. C. Albrecht, late of Thornville, 
Ohio, has taken charge of an Evangelical Lutheran church 
at Circleville, in the same State. 

Atpay.—The Rev. E. K. Alden, of Lenox, has accepted 
the call from the Phillips church in South Boston. His 
installation and the dedication of the new church will 
take place about the middle of September. 

Asu.—The Rev. James P, Ash has been ordained pastor 
of the Manlius and Sullivan Baptist church, N. Y. 

Bancock.—The Rev. Daniel H. Babcock, of the second 
Congregational church of Plymouth, Mass., has taken 
charge of the church in South Franklin, Mass. 

BALLaRD.—The Rev, James Ballard has resigned the 
—— charge of the Congregational church at La Mont, 


chigan, 
BisseL..—Mr. Edward C. Bissell, a graduate of Union 
Theological Seminary, has been called to the rate of 
the Congregational church in Westhampt c 

BuaND.—The Rev, P,R. Bland, of Sharon, Tennesses, 
died on Sabbath morning, the 23d of July. 

CaLviy.—The Rev. Joseph H. Calvin, late of the Presby- 
tery of Tuscaloosa, is now a Professor in Austin College, 
Texas, and his Post Office address is Huntsville, Texas. 

K.—The Rey. J. J. Cook, a graduate of the last class 
at Danville, has received a call to become pastor of the 
Presbyterian church in Jefferson City, Missouri. 

DvBo1s.—The Rev. John DuBois was installed pastor of 
the Reformed Dutch church of Wurtsborough, Sullivan 
county, N. Y., on Tuesday, the 9th of August. 

Dvunose.—The Rev. Joshua T. Dubose, of the South Ca- 
rolina M. E. conference, died at his home in Darlington 
district, 8. C,, on the 25th of July. 

Dupiey.—The Rev. L. F. Dudley has removed from Ce- 
dar Rapids to Atalissa, Muscatine county, Iowa, 

Eaxin.—The Rev. J. T. Eakin, a <a of the Bal- 
timore M. E. conference, died on the 13th of August. 

Farins.—The Rey. Isaiah Faries was installed pastor 
of the first Presbyterian church of Phelps, New York, by 
the Rochester City Presbytery, on the 16th of August. 

Furper.—The Rev. Mr. Furber, of Newton Centre, has 
received a call from the Congregational church at Dart- 
mouth College, to become their pastor, 

Goopricn.—The Rev. A. B. Goodrich has accepted a call 
to Calvary Episcopal church, Utica, N. ¥. 

GREENE.—William W. Greene, well known as a temper- 
ance lecturer in Virginia, was ordained a minister of the 
gospel lately by Bishop Meade, near Millwood, Clark 
county. 

JouNsToN.—The Rev. Wm. H. Johnston, a Presbyterian 
clergyman, died in Yorkville, 8. C., on the 19th of June. 

Lzonarp.—The Rev. Lemuel Leonard’s Post Office ad- 








dress is chan, from Genesee, N. Y., to Charlotte, Mon- 
roe county, ° 





























—————— 


LoppgLL-—The Rev. Francis Lobdell, late of the Union 
— , is to become pastor of the Congre- 
mal ch at arren, 
Prnmasan the Rev. J. H. Parmalee has removed from 
St. Charles city, Iowa, to pe ta Ill, having become 

cua of the awa aS one 

Parsows.—The Re M. Parsons, a a prey terian mi- 
nister rors Srasenagneat Long Island, died on the 10th of 
A 
Fre Rev. George C. Pennell has resigned the 
a of St. Peter’s Episcopal church at Port Chester, 
N.Y 


RANKIN. rK Rev. A.T. \Destee tee been greeny by 
the Board of Domestic Missions, Missionary A 
Kansas. His Post Office are is Langan 

Pn map —The Rev. F. Remington, of Lawrense, 

as accepted a call from the North Baptist church, 
New Thon, and is to commence his labors the first of Sep- 
tember. 

Ricr.—Mr. ee B. how 8 of ge ee a member of the 
-_ that recent! wa to bcos a Seminary, has 
prem By hig LD to e keg of 

— in Saco, M 
Onn v¥.—The Rev. R. Riley marr a call to Cal- 
“—_ ry Episcopal ch Sard — Summit, 

liam A. 1 el nantes gn 
of ‘Se Dutch Weformed church of Murtistown, N. 
the 17th of Au 
The Ker. comm Stevens died August 13th, 
at Williams’ 


» Pa. 

SWALLow. ore ‘Rev. Rev. 34 E. wallow, late of Nantucket, 
has received a call to the First Congregational church in 
oo 

TrimBis.—The Rev. E. C. Trimble, of Paris, Tenn., has 
accepted a call from the Presbyterian church in Jackson, 


= 

—The Rey. Anthony Vailas, Ph. D., has resign- 
ed i charge of Immanuel An at New Orleans, 
and accepted the chair of Mathematics and Natural Phi- 
a at the State Seminary of Learning at Alexan- 


“ven .—The Rev. T. F. White has received a call from 
the second hr Ay church of Mendham, N. J. 

Wiit1aMs.—The Rev. Lester Williams, Jr. of West 
Townsend, has received a call to the pastorate of the 
Baptist church of Holden, 

Wowoort.—The Rev. Samuel Wolcott, of Providence, 
R. L., has announced to his people his design to svete the 
call from the New England church in Chicago 





On the 2th of August, the corner-stone of the new 
Protestant Episcopal church was laid at Conshohocken, 
with Pepe ceremonies. A number of distinguished 
divines took part in the ceremonies. 

Tur Rev. 8.C. Porter’s society, of South Boston, have 
commenced a church on E street, near Broadway. The 
dimensions are 57 by 82, and the spire is to rise 180 feet. 

Tue new house of worship erected a, the Baptist church 
and society in Pawtucket village, Rh: Island, was de- 
dicated on Tuesday wry tier 0 The Rev. 
Foster Henry is qnaner. 18 O 4 

TuE Baptist church at _——— N. Y., is making ar- 
rangements for building a new and spacious meeting- 
house, which is to cost t $15,000. 

Tux first Baptist church, Bridgeport, Conn., the Rev. 
J. L. Hodge, D. D.. pastor, have decided to bald a new 
house of worship 91 feet square, at a cost of $14,000. 





PARTICULAR NOTICE. 

The insertion of an advertisement in the columns 
of this paper, does not involve any recommenda- 
tion by the American Sunpay-Scuoont Union 
of what is so advertised; nor (in the matter of 
books) any responsibility for the sentiments which 
may be inculcated therein. 








REQUISITES 


FOR SUNDAY-SCHOOL TEACHERS, 


The Amorican Sunday-School Union publishes a variety 
of helps for Sunday-sc Rest teachers, and all who are en- 
gaged in the study of the Bible. 


UNION QUESTIONS. 


This popular series of n books is in 16 volumes. 
a have been circulated all over the fee gee =~) jae 
thousands of teachers in imparting scri 
eiwiodge to their classes. 


Vouwme 1. Containing the life and miracles of Jesus 
Christ. 
Yoaow, > eg omy Re parables and other instruc- 


yqums 8, Embracing the creation of the world to the 
eliverance of the children of Israel from Egypt. 
veun 4. ETO the release of the Israelites to the 
o1 
VoLume a> Containing questions on the Acts of the Apos- 
vane ‘a ing the death of Joshua to the death 
VoLumeE 7. — the death of Samuel to the Babylonian 
aan * *-- . \ a questions on the Epistle to the 


wen 7 , istory of the Israelites from 

nian’ Gaptivity to the end of the Old 

Teotemn, includi the books of Daniel, Ezra, 
Esther and Nehem' 

Votume 10. Containing questions on the Epistle to the 


Romans. 
Votome 11. Containing questions on the Epistle to the 
Hebrews. 


VoLumE 12. Containing lessons designed to give a general 
view of the whole Bible. 
Votume 13. The Consecutive Union Question-Book. 
Ww. 
Votume 14. The Consecutive Union Question-Book. 
Mark 


VoLuME 15. The Consecutive Union Question-Book. 
Luk 


— > The Consecutive Union Question-Book. 
John. 

The above series furnish a course of instruction for 
nearly all the books of the Bible. They abound with 
|e og references, and the “Consecutive” Question- 

have the texts of the ome os printed on the page 
with the questions. The above are bound in Boards, price 
Scents each. An edition is also gered printed on fine 
paper, with interleaved pages for memoranda, which the 
teacher may wish to write. This edition is bound in 
sheep. Price 40 cents. Besides the above, the Union 
publishes: 
The Child’s Scripture bn per designed for the 
Younger Oasee of Sabbath-schools. The answers 
to the — in “ book are short, simple, and, 
as far in Bible | 144 pages, 
18mo, “emblished with twenty-one engravings. 
Price 8 ce 


Questions on mentbead Antiquities. By Rev. Dr. Neville. 
Price 8 cents. 





Man Lost and Saved. This is a series of exercises, em- 
bracing the leading topics of revealed religion, 
and designed to indostrinate the young and illiter- 
ate in the simple truths of the Bible. Each of the 
twenty-four lessons contains a pictorial illustra- 
tion, the verse of a hymn, and a few texts of 
—" and appropriate questions. Price 8 


a: for more 
i. Trxe, D.D. 


Price 8 ce 
The Hlementary ~~ Question-Book on the Old 
Part 


Sinhala Acts of the Apostles. Desi 
yoy en lasses. By Rev. 8. 





SUNDAY-SCHOOL REQUISITES, 


LIBRARIES. 


The attention of Sunday-school Teachers and Superin- 
tendents is invited to the large and varied assortment of 


LIBRARY BOOKS, 


published by the Ameriean Sunday-School Union. The 
publication of suitable Books for the Library has always 
been a prominent feature in the work of the Society; its 
Library books now number about nine hundred, amo’ 
which will be found various grades of books, some suit 
for the youngest scholar in the school; others for the 
more advanced; and many for the Bible class scholar and 
teacher. Among these are many valuable books of refer- 
ence, which have assisted thousands of teachers and scho- 
lars in their study of the Bible; and books containing 
narratives bearing on sacred truth. These books are 
written in pleasant style, especially for the purpose for 
which they are published. a | are not religioas novels, 
or trifling works of fiction. ey all contain religious 
truth, conveyed on the great principles on which the 
Society is established. 

The whole set of the Library Books of the Americau 
Sunday-School Union is as complete a library as any 
school can have. The number is now being increased by 
the publication of a new book every week. 

LIBRARIES of different sizes, and for different ob- 
jects, are furnished as follows: 


Small Libraries. 


THE CHILD’S CABINET LIBRARY, containing se 
venty-five books, bound in fifty volumes 32mo size, 
morocco backs, lettered and numbered, only $2,50 for 
the Library, being at the rate of 5 cents per volume. 

THE CHILD’S HOME LIBRARY, containing more than 
two hundred and thirty little books, in fifty volumes, 
48 pages 32mo, full of pictures. Bound in red mo- 
rocco, gilt backs, and neatly put up in a box or case, 
and only $3,50 for the Library. 


The Village and Family Libraries. 


This series, with the exception of a few reprints, is 
ORIGINAL, from the pens of authors of ability in their re- 
spective departments of literature and science. PoPULAR, 
in style; so that, instead of being limited to one class ot 
the community, they may be acceptable generally. 
Scriptural, in the principles in which they are written. 
PorTABLE, that th ~ 4 may serve as “hand-books” abroad 
and at home. Each volume contains 152 pages, in a good, 
bold type, and occasionally ILLUSTRATED WITH ENGRAV- 
tncs. They are done up in sets of 24 volumes each, uni- 
formly bound, with muslin backs, at $3 per set, or 12)4 
cents each, under the title of— 

THE VILLAGE AND FAMILY LIBRARY, No. 1, con- 
taining the monthly volumes published concurrently 
with the — Religious Tract Society, 192 pages 
18mo; price $3. 

THE VILLAGE AND FAMILY LIBRARY, No. 2: 24 

volumes for $3. 

THE VILLAGE AND FAMILY LIBRARY, No. 3; 2% 


volumes for 


Five-Dollar Libraries. 


THE JUVENILE LIBRARY, No. 1, containing 100 
books, bound in 75 volumes, from 52 to 162 pages 
18mo, with muslin backs and marbled-paper sides; 
each volume regularly numbered, with 12 catalogues 
of the same, Only $5. 

THE JUVENILE LIBRARY, No. 2, 125 books in 75 vo- 
lumes 18mo. Only $5. 


Ten-Dollar Libraries, 


THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL AND FAMILY LIBRARY, 
No. 1, containing 100 select volumes, from 72 to 252 
pages 18mo, substantially bound, with muslin backs 
and marble-paper sides ; eech volume regularly num- 
bered and ready for use, with 24 catalogues of the 
same. Only $10. 

THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL AND FAMILY LIBRARY, 
No. 2, containing 100 select volumes, from 72 to 270 
pages 18mo, substantially bound, with muslin backs ; 
each volume regularly numbered and ready for use, 
with 24 catalogues of the same. Only $10. 

THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL AND FAMILY LIBRARY, 
No. 3, containing 100 select volumes, from 72 to 288 
pages 18mo, substantially bound, with muslin backs, 
each volume regularly numbered and ready for use, 
with 24 catalogues of the same. Only $10. 

78, SUNDAY-SCHOOL AND FAMILY LIBRARY, 

o. 4, containing 100 volumes, none of which are em- 
tonene ia either of the other series. These books 
range from 60 to 270 each, and comprise some 
of our most recent illustrated and popular publica- 
tions. They are uniformly bound, with blue muslin 
backs and gilt letters and stamps, being the chea) —_— 
ee ee Sunday-school Library publ 
Only 

Those who do not wish the trouble of selecting their 
Library books can have it judiciously done for them by 


sending their order and giving the quantity of books 
wanted. 


Send orders to 


THE AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION, 


1122 CHESTNUT STREET, PHILA RLPHIA. 





oT 
SELECT FAMILY BOARDING-SCHOOL, 
FOR LADS FROM 8 TO 15 YEARS OF AGE. 
(NUMBER LIMITED TO 15.) 

A place for the care and instruction of small boys; 
peers, safe, and healthy as a location; situated in 

varwick, R.I.,on the shore of Narragansett Bay, 10 
miles from Providence. The next term begins September 
12, and the winter term December 5. References: Messrs. 
H. Cowperthwait & Co., and Potter, Hammond & Co., 
Philadelphia; Gen. Ed. "Agency, 45 Bible House, Astor 
Place, N. Y., (where ¢ circulars and full information ma had 
obtained ;) Pres. Sears, Brown University, and Ex 
W. W. Hoppin, Providence, and Hon. Wm. D. Brayton, 
M. C., Warwick, R. I. 

Communications should be addressed to the Principal, 

GEORGE A. WILLARD, 
Aug. 26, 1859, Warwick Neck, R. I. 





Music for “Union Prayer Meeting Hymns.” 


THE PRAYER MEETING TUNE BOOK, 


The American Sunday-School Union, in response to the 
calls made frow all parts of the country for music to ac- 
company the popular little hymn book published by 
them about a year ago, under the title of Snion Prayer 
oul Hymns, have just issued a POCKET TUNE-BOOK, 

to the wants of prayer 

and he family circle. It contains Seely 200 tunes, the 
choicest gems of sacred music, all of such a character that 
they can be sung with the it ease by any congrega- 
tion. The old heart-stirring tunes, which have been 
used in Christian song for generations past, are here side 
by side with the more modern, but no less hallowed, re- 
vival melodies, with which the prayer meeting and the 
Sunday-school now resound. No pains or expense have 
been spared to make this collection one which shall be ac- 
ceptable to the Christian community, and which will pro- 
mote the practice of general congregational singing. 

Price, in muslin, - - - - 2 cents. 

Price, in boards, - - 20 cents. 

Any persons desiring this anita and not living within 
reach of a depository of the Society’s publications, or a 
bookseller through whom they can obtain it, can have it 
tent, postage paid, on pn 25 cents to 

WALDRON CHEYNEY, 








I. Price 8 cents. 
The sponte —_ ye eng on the Old 
Testament. Part II. Price 8 cents 
One Thousand Q tion and P i for Sunday- 
schools and Bibie-classes. Price 8 cents. 
THE AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION, 
1122 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 








A LARGE AND BEAUTIFUL 
ISOMETRICAL PICTURE 


OF JERUSALEM 


AND THE SACRED PLACES 


SURROUNDING THE HOLY CITY, 
AS THEY APPEARED IN ANCIENT TIMES. 





The above work is ded to the fi ble notice 
of clergymen, and those having charge of Sunday-schools 
and public institations. 

It is about nine feet long and six feet wide, colored and 
varnished, and mounted on canvass with rollers. 

Price TEN DOLLARS, including Outline Key and 
Manual. 

It has been constructed from the most reliable and au- 
thentic sources, and will be found an invaluable aid to 
those en, in lecturing on the Holy Land, or ia im- 
parting instruction to school classes on the subject to 
which it refers. 

Published by the American Sunday-School Union, 1122 
Chestnut street, Philadelphia. New York Depository, 375 
Broadway. 








The following extracts from letters show the opinion of 
eminent Biblical scholars in reference to this work : 
REV. 8. IRENEXUS PRIME, D. D. 

“I trust that it will hang on the walls of tens of 
thousands of our Sunday-school rooms.” 

REV. JOHN P. DURBIN, D. D. 
“I can heartily, and with confidence, recommend it to 
be used by Sunday-schools and Bible classes.” 
REV. JAMES W. ALEXANDER, D. D. 
“It ought to stand in the very highest rank of striking 
graphic illustrations of Scripture.” 
W. C. PRIME, ESQ. 

“I should be e to nee @ copy of it in every lecture 
and school-room in the country.” 

REV. EDWARD N. KIRK, D. D. 

“T welcome this rich and beautiful as a vivid ex 
hibition of the general features of the Holy City and its 
environs.” 

REV. JOEL HAWES, D. D. 

“ As I look upon the map, I seem to be present in the 
midst of scenes which I visited fourteen years ago.” 

REV. MARK HOPKINS, D. D. 
“Short of an actual visit, nothing can be better adapt- 
ed to give an accurate, vivid and lasting impression of 
those sacred scenes.’ 

REV. THOMAS C. UPHAM, D. D. 


“It cannot fail to interest and benefit all who love the 
Bible.” 


REV. H. DUNNING. 
“The best work of the kind yet published.” 
REV. JOHN C. ECCLESTON, M. D. 

“The publishers have made an important contribution 
to the cause of accurate Biblical knowledge. Every Sab- 
bath-school and Bible class should possess it.” 

REV. W. 8. TYLER, D. D. 

“TI can testify from personal observation to the faithful- 
ness, a8 well as beauty and distinctness, with which 
Jerusalem and its environs are represented in this view.” 

LIEUT. W. F. LYNCH, U. 8.N 

“ Your map will prove a ayy assistant to the stu- 
dent of Biblical g Its examination has given 
me unfeigned satisfaction.” 

REV. W. B. STEVENS, D. D. 

“It will give an admirable idea of Jerusalem and its 
adjacent places.” 

REV. THOMAS DE WITT, D. D. 

“It will excite much interest in the Sabbath-echool 
room, and also in private family circles.” 

REV. FRANCIS VINTON, D. D. 

“Remarkably distinct in the delineations, and well cal- 
culated to impress relative localities on the memory.” 

PROF. W. ©. CATTELL. 

“TI know of no publication on Scriptural topography 

more valuable for Sabbath-schools or Bible ‘cone 
REV. JOHN F. LANNEAU. 

“ Admirably adapted to Sunday-school and Bible class 
instruction, 

REV. GEORGE R. CROOKS, D. D. 

“T have no doubt <hat it will facilitate the understand- 
ing of the gospel. Its large size, and skillful coloring, 
will adapt it well to the use of Sunday-schools.” 

REV. JOHN J. OWEN, D. D. 

“One of the best aids to the study of the sacred locali- 
ties of Jerusalem and its vicinity which has ever fallen 
under my notice.” 

REY. N. MURRAY, D. D. 

“It cannot fail greatly to assist teachers of Sunday- 

schools and pastors in their Bible classes.” 
REV. THOS. SMYTH, D. D. 

“T can fully endorse the opinions given above, and re 
commend its introduction into Sabbath-schools for gene- 
ral use, and especially for Bible classes.” 

Any person desiring this work, and not living within 
reach of a de of the Rastetr's Om ns, CAD 
have bey A bi ea VIEW, KEY and MANUAL eed of 

freight, hy bee: remitting TEN DOLLARS 

we ty should be 


walnndel J. CHEYNEY, 
1122 Chestnut street, Philadel 
Treasurer of the American Sunday-School Union. 








THE PAYMENT OF 
THIRTY DOLLARS 
CONSTITUTES THE DONOR, OR ANY INDIVIDUAL NAMED BY HIM, 
A LIFE MEMBER 
OF THE 


AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION, 


All moneys given to the Society are expended upon 
its Missionary Work. 





ESTERN SUNDAY-SCHOOLS.—THE 
attention of Pastors and Superintendents is im 
vited to the extensive stock of Books for sale at the 
SABBATH -A0ROOL DEPOSITORY, 
DOLPH fs CHICAGO, 
Embraci 


the os ay ications 
AMERICAN SUNDAY. SCHOOL UNION, 
“. SABBATH-SCHOOL SOCIETY. 
APTIST PUBLICATION SOCIETY, 
REFORM TRACT AND BOOK SOOIETY, 
EVANGELICAL KNOWLEDGE SOCIETY, 
PRESBYTBRIAN PUB. COMMITTEE. 
Carter & Bros., Thos. Nelson & Son, Randolph, Hoyt, &c. 
Catalogues furnished free 





Treasurer of the pose Ay Sunda: -Bchool 
1122 Chestnut street, Philadelphia. an 


WILLIAM TOMLINSON, 
91 Randolph street, Chicago 





A NEW BOOK 
EVERY SATURDAY MORNING. 


THE 


AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION, 


In addition to the large number of books 
already on its catalogues, 


Being Over Twelve Hundred Distinct Volumes, 
WILL ISSUE A NEW BOOK 
Every Saturday Morning During the Year, 








“ariaae 


Saturday, September 3d. 
EVELYN GREY, OR FLOWERS THRIVE 
y —- 1smo, extra muslin, 336 pages. Price 


The Btory of a “ Spoiled one who was placed in cir- 
cumstances of mele whic to her chan intoa 
useful and co Christian “ Ne is a deeply inter- 
esting book, and wll be extensively read. 





ISSUED IN THE MONTH OF 
AUGUST. 


Saturday, August 6th. 
EMMA ALSTON; OR, THE NEW LIFE. 
12mo. Extra muslin. Price 55 cents. 

An account of a school girl who allowed the ordinary 
trials of life to obtain the mastery over her, but who was 
led, by the influence and example of a Christian brother, 
to watch and pray, and so to become an earnest Christian. 
It should be read by every school girl. 

Saturday, August 13th. 
sg aa CHAR Lee's PUZZLE. 18mo, ex- 
uslin, Price 12 cents. 

the Charley was a motherless boy, ag 2 aunt took 


care of = _ pony not = him about God. wondered 
who made birds, and a which so 
much deli hted him him as 4 rambled 


the fields, 
and told ‘a kind lady how much it puzzled to know 
where they came from. She 7G thee oy | and wool Ge 
her a ta he was 


Saturday, August 20th. 
THE SCHOOL-GIRLS IN No. 40. 18moe. ex 
tra muslin, price 20 cents. 

A book which will be read with interest by every 
boarding school girl. It speaks of the lessons to be 
learned from the experience which is naturally met 
with at such institutions, and shows the necessity of a 
course of strict wy 4-4 and humble reliance on God, in 
whatever situation in life we may be found. 

Saturday, August, 27th. 
TR) 4 Bo get TRYING TO SERVE 
RS. 12mo. extra muslin, price 45 cents. 

on Pa cae book is a narration of incidents taken 
from life, and strictly in accordance with truth. It has 
been written in the hope of leading some ng die 
ciple in the right path, and of illustrating the truth of 
our Saviour’s words, “Ye cannot serve God and Mam- 
mon.” 


ISSUED IN THE MONTH OF 
JULY. 


Saturday, July 2nd. 
by - WOODCUTTER OF LEBANON. 144 
12mo. Extra muslin; price 36 ce 
Saturday, July 9th. 
bd =~ MASTER KEY. 18mo. Extra muslin; 
Price 25 cents. 
Saturday, July 16th. 
FREDDY THE RUNAWAY; OR, THE Elest 
ONE FOUND. 18mo. Muslin extra. Price 
Saturday, July 23rd. 
ELLEN MORDAUNT, OR THE FRUITS OF 
True Religion. 302 pp. l2mo. Extra Muslin, Price 


70 cents. 
Saturday, July 30th. 


LIZZIE CLAIRE; OR, THE LAST PERRY. 
18mo. Illustrated. Extra — price 12 cents. 


ISSUED IN THE MONTH OF 


TONE 


Saturday, June 4th. 

HANS AND HIS NORTHERN Nome. _Benee 

b~=4 Illustrated with Kight elegant Wood Cuts. 12mo. 
tra Muslin. Price 70 cents, 
Saturday, — 11a. 

NATURE'S SCHOO -3,% R, LESSONS FROM 
THE GARDEN AND THE FIELD. 350 pages. Illus 
trated. Extra muslin. Price 75 cents. 

Saturday, June 18th. 
BEsels DUNCAN; OR, THE wena YEAR 
OF SCHOOL. 18mo. tra muslin. ice 30 cts, 
Saturday, June 25th. 

CHLOE LANKTON; on. LIGHT BEYOND 
THE CLOUDS—A story of real life, extra 
lin, price 70 cents, with a 
dence, both from a 





ISSUED IN THE MONTH OF 


MAY. 


Saturday, May 7th. 
BROKEN Cle tems) OR, THE STORY OF 
JESSIE WOKTHINGTON. Beautifully Illustrated. 
Thick 12mo., extra muslin. 75 cents. 


Saturday, May 14th. 
THE WORKING BOY'S SUNDAY IM- 
PROVED. Beautifully Illustrated. ., extra mus 
lin. Price 55 cents. 


Saturday, May 2ist. 
THE FIRST TWENTY YEARS OF MY 


LIFE. By Allan Richmond. 12mo., extra muslin, 
Illustrated. Price 65 cents. 
Saturday, May 28th. 

THE BRIDGE OVER THE BROOK. i&mo. 

Illustrated. Extra muslin. Price 12 cents. 

The above named may be obtained at the Depositories 
of the Society’s publications, and from booksellers gener- 
ally. Full catalogues of the Society’s Publications, alse 


samples of its Periodicals will be sent, on application, free 
of charge. 

To those not living within reach of a bookseller, any 
book on the Catalogue will be sent by mail, postage pre- 
paid, on receipt of the published price. 

Apply to 


THE AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION, 
No. 1122 Cuzstnut Strext, PHILADELPHIA, 
NEW YORK DEPOSITORY, 

No. 375 Broapway. 





COMPLETE SUCCESS OF 


THE NEW COTTAGE TESTAMENT. 


A COMPLETE COMMENTARY FOR $1, IN GILT. 


FIRST EDITION ENTIRELY EXHAUSTED 
IN SIX WEEKS. 
Agents ordering from 100 to 500 copies at atime, Se- 
cond edition now ready for agents. 
GOOD AGENTS WANTED IN EVERY COUNTY IN 
THE UNITED STATES. 
Send for Descriptive Circulars. Copies mailed free of 
postege on receipt of peice, Ad 
CLOUGH & CO., Publishers, 
i street, P: 





56 W 
Sold only by Agents. sep tf 





CLARK’S FOREIGN 


THEOLOGICAL LIBRARY, 


COMPRISING 


Hengstenberg’s Christology of the Old Testament, 4 vols. 
Stier on the Words of the Lord Jesus, 8 vols. 
Keil’s Commentary on the of Joshua, 





Keil and Bertheau on Kings and Chronicles, 2 vols. 
4 g's C on the Psalima, 3 vols. 

do. Revelation of St. John, 2 vols. 

Gieseler’s Co di 1 History, 5 vols. 





Hagenbach’s Cimpendiam is the oy of Doctrines, 2 vs. 
Baumgarten’s story, 3 v 
Ulimann’s Reformers before the Reformation, 2 vols. 
Muller on the Christian Doctrine of Sin, 2 vols. 
Kurtz’s History of the Old Covenant, 2 vols. 
Imported and for sale by 
SMITH, ENGLISH & Oo., 
No. 40 North Sixth Street, Philadelphia. 


A BOOK WHICH SHOULD BE READ BY 
EVERY CHRISTIAN, 


THE AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL, 


AND ITS ADJUNCTS. 
BY THE LATE REV. J. W. ALEXANDER, D. D. 


This book was written by the lamented Dr. ALEXANDER 

for the American Sunday-School Union, about two years 
The sound tical truths contained in it have 

already been ‘widely read. Its topic is RELIGIOUS 
TEACHING AND TRAINING. It of the Sunday-School 
as an Institution eminently fitted for the work of training 
up the children of America as BIBLE on 

It treats of the following subjects: General Religious 
Education demanded by the Actual ondition of Ameri- 
can Society—Children intrusted to us to be trained for 
God and our Country—The Sunday-School a 
Bible-School—The increase of Knowledge by Books— 
Multitude of Books, and the Resulting Dangers and — 
—Reading Habits—Sunday- Schools ¢ considered as belong- 
ing to an Age of P: The 1 Influence of 
| og ee upon the Social Condition of the Poor— 

The Teacher’s Incitement. 


12mo. Price 75 cents. 
Putliched b 


THE AMfenicaN, SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION, 
122 Chestnut Street, Philadetphia. 











FRENCH AND ENGLISH SCHOOL 
FOR YOUNG LADIES, 








of this Institution is a graduate of the 

University of Paris. She was regularly trained to the 
teaching, and has exercised her faculty for 

first in Paris, and since in this city; she 

ereby, to have merited seme measure of public 

also, with pleasure to the f 

itlemen: Rt. Rev. Alonzo Potter, D. D., Rev. J. 

Vv D. D., Rev. B. B. Wilmer, Rey. Wm. P. Breed, 
Hon. John Bell, Tenn; Hon. 8. Cameron, 

Pa; Hon. E. Joy Morris, Pa; John 8. Hart, LL. D., late 
Principal of the Philadelphia High School; §. D. Grosa, 
M. D. oer pe aoe ee 
lege, Phi phia; A. La Forrest, French Consul; 
J Henry, of the Smithsonian Institution, 
enineeee | Feet, Semnatee SSS oa eee 
ag ee tg a 
den, Esq., Washingten; W. E. Joynes, Petersburg, Va; 
Ed. Macalester, Esq., te Ky; G. Esq. 
Boston, Mass; Haller Nutt, La; Hartman K Esq. 


y, &c., 
manner, while lectures on History, 
ral Sciences will be delivered by Professors, to 
pile whose age and advancement may render these Sauk 

roper. 

A circular Am yy * the te and other particulars, 
may be obt y letter or wear 
to Madame MA 

1528 SPRUCE Street, Paitedeiphie. 








ESTHER INSTITUTE, 
COLUMBUS, OHIO. 
LEWIS HEYL, Princi 
Miss 8. B. HEIGHT, ssociate Principal. 
Mrs. H. L. SOLLACE, Gov erness, 
Assisted by skillful and experienced Teachers in every 
department. 
The eighth year will commence on Wednes- 
day, ty oe 14. The hi efficiency is 
sought to be attained in conduct of this Institute ; 
end neither pains nor ye spared to make it equal in 
all respecte to the best Female ped the Union. 
All the Teachers have reference 
to their experience, and have the entire confidence of 
the Principal; most ore them having been associated with 
him in their a departments | from four to seven 
years. The facili a dge, 
practical as well as theoretloal of the | modern La 
~ especially the German and French, are very superior 
and certain’ 


ees extensive in the West, and ‘probably in any Young 
Ladies’ School in the Union; and the advantages in Music 
and Drawing and Painting, of the highest character. 
location is very healthy, no case of serious illness having 
occurred in it for several years; and the accommodations 
ee very comfortable. It is believed no bet- 
ter evid the of the school needed 
ous ogulieanesentin Ganepaaien patrons in the Cata- 
logue, ener igees | those of the present Governors of Ohio 
and Kansas, the Treasurer, Auditor, and successive Chief 
Justices of Ohio for the last five years, and many of the 
most eminent divines, te lawyers and teachers 
of Ohio. For Catalogues, apply to the undersi 
ps-2t LEWIS HEY 
Principal of Esther Institute, Columbus, Ohio. 














HE VAN NORMAN INSTITUTE—AN 

English ond French Boarding and Day School for 
Young Ladies, Nos.3 and 5 West heme pee ye nme 
Murray Hill, two doors from Fifth avenue, 
the 14th of tember next. The spirit, _, one 
tical life of the School may be learned from its prospectus, 
to which attention is earnestly invited. For full infor- 
mation, references, &c., a) apply for prospectus to the Rev. 
D.C. VAN NORMAN, LL.D., Principal, sep 2-5t 





AMILY SCHOOL AND HOME FOR 
YOUNG LADIES, NORWICH, Conn. C. B. WEB- 


STER, A.M.,M.D., Principal. Refer to Alvan Bond, D.D., 
Norwich ; ~~ Peter Parker, Washington, D. C., Rev. E. 
Ez. Adams, Philadelphia. The Fall Term will commence 


on Wednesday, September 7. 





RS. BENJAMIN’S FAMILY SCHOOL 
FOR GIRLS, at BROOKFIELD, Mass., will re-open 
on the 15th of Sept next. 
ofthe A. B.C. F. M. in Boston and New York. For cir- 
culars, apply as above. sep 3-2t 








ANTED—SITUATIONS AS TEACHERS, 
for ten Lady Graduates of the Hudson River In- 
stitute, who are thorough! 
English, French, German, wing, Painti: and 
Piane music. Address Rev. A. FLACK, A. 
jy2-2m Claverack, @ol. county, N. ¥. 





IBLE, SUNDAY-SCHOOL AND TRACT 
DEPOSITORY, 103 FOURTH ST, LOUISVILLE, 
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BIBLICALANTIQUITIES. 
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A Hel; to the Reading of the Bible. 
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out. It gives a history of the revelation of truth to man, 
and speaks of the laws of interpretation of the Sacred 
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cal Antiquities.” It gives a detailed account of the con- 
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TRIUMPH i OF FAITH. 


T is pleasant, in “this of unbelief, to 
i witness the triumph of ich in th in the lives 
even of those who have lo 
light; but it is peculiarly 
the young, the impetuous, the 
planting their foot firmly on this rock, 
amid storms whic wreck the body, boldly 
remain at anchor as securely as though the 
sea of life were unruffied. 

Lillias was a member of 7 be Sunday-school 
class, and also a member of the chureh. 
tiring, and ‘ i] quiet demeanor, she was not 
extensivel wn, but each Sab- 
bath foun oa wehting for the instructions of 
her teacher. Months passed on, and she con- 
tinued her uniform course, ever or ante to give 
a reason for the hope within her. Health 
pte upon her brow, her dark eye 

parkled with and ness, her heart 
beat high with tionate interest for friends 
and loved ones; but her eye was soon to be 
<a. and her young heart to be laid at 


Filling a fluid lamp, it ignited, and instant- 
ly her clothing was on fire. She called for 
assistance, but none was near, and running 
into the hall, she stood at the door, (it was 
the second story,) calling for help, until her 
gaiter left a burning track upon the floor, 
then leaping into the street, she ran to a 
neighbor’s house, the flames enveloping her 
— n, and rising full three feet above her 

d, Her body was literally charred, the skin 
upon her hands hung in tatters, and every 
nail dropped from her fingers. It was a ter- 
rible si, ght. A physician was called, but in an- 
swer to shoe imploring inquiry, “ Can you help | an 
poor Lillie?” his reply was, “No, my child, 
there is no help.” Fora t she 
to forget the intense anguish of her physical 
frame. The thought of death so sudden was 
paralyzing. But a moment more, and her 
prayer ascended to God for ‘5° and p preps | 0 
ration to meet him in peace. hile writhing 
in sufferings too intense for nature long to 
endure, she calmly left messages to absent 
friends, bidding them meet her in heaven; 
then, singing “ There is a Happy Land,” and 
“Rock of Ages cleft for me,” her ‘gentle 
spirit returned to him who gave it. Twelve 
hours of intensest agony, yet, in the midst of 
it, when friends fled away, overcome by sym- 
pathy, she sang those delightful hymns, and 
like a child composing itself to rest in its 
mother’s embrace, so she rested by faith upon 
the bosom of her Saviour. Who would gain- 
say a religion that thus supports the soul 
under calamities so sudden and terrific, when 
friends and lovers are powerless to relieve? 
What avail the amusements, pleasures, honors, 
riches, and emoluments of earth in such an 
exigency? Let the young, the gay, the 
thoughtless, consider and inquire, “ rg Hg I 
such an anchor of hope; a faith that will 
thus endure ?” M. D. A. C. 
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A WORD TO TEACHERS. 


UNDAY-SCHOOL teachers frequently be- 
come discouraged, because they see no 
fruit of their labors. They perhaps pray 
earnestly, and work diligently, but it all seems 
in vain. The Bible truths so carefully incul- 
cated, appear to have no effect on the hearts 
and lives of their scholars; they remain, 
month after month, perhaps year after year, 
thoughtless and indifferent on theall-important 
subject of personal religion. The teacher at 
length begins to despair. He thinks that his 
efforts are useless, and not unfrequently re- 
signs his class. But is this right? What 
does God require of a Sabbath-school teacher? 
Nought but to labor and pray, regardless of re- 
sults. His command is, “ sow” the good seed, 
and when this is done in a proper manner, 
the teacher's part is performed. He has 
pledged himself to pour out upon it the dews 
of his Spirit, causing it to spring forth, and 
bear fruit. “Cast thy bread upon the waters, 
and thou shalt find it,” even though it be 
“after many days.” God accepts, and, in his 
own good time, will bless every faithful effort 
made, from love to him and his cause. Only 
cast in the good seed, teacher, leaving the re- 
sult with God, and you shall witness a pre- 
cious harvest, though, perhaps, not until that 
day when the “ secrets of all hearts shall be 
known.” Then it will be found that every 
tear shed, every prayer offered, every effort 
made for God and his cause, was owned by 
him, and blessed to the advancement of his 
kingdom. 
Wilton, Conn. 





J. G. D. 
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WINNING SOULS. 


YOUNG lady, who had become hope- 
fully converted to Christ, longed to do 
something for the honor of that name she 
loved so much. A Sabbath-school class 
seemed just the field she desired, and she ac- 
cordingly took charge of one in which all the 
members were impenitent. Soon a deep se- 
riousness seemed to pervade the youthful 
company, and, after some months, one, end 
then another, and at last the entire class came 
out decidedly on the Lord’s side. The happy 
results which had followed her faithful teach- 
ing induced the superintendent to request 
that she would take another class of gay, 
careless pupils. With some reluctance she 
consented, and precisely the same result took 
place. Every member became hopefully pious. 
Again she was induced to take a new class 
for tne third time, all of whom were also im- 
penitent, and the same earnest, loving en- 
deavor for their eonversion was blessed of 
God in the same joyful manner. 

But now her earthly work was ended, and 
Jesus took her home to his own glorious 
mansion. 

Sabbath-school teacher, would you learn 
the secret of her success in winning souls? 
Listen to this sacred passage in her journal, 
found by a friend after her decease : 

“Resolved, That I will pray once a day for 
each member of my class by name, and ago- 
nize in prayer, and expect a blessing.” 

Who can doubt but that she faithfully kept | ™ 
this resolution ? 

Would it be doing too much for your Mas- 
ter for you to form and keep the same reso- 
lution? Will it seem too much when you 
come to lie upon a bed of death? Can you 
do less and still discharge faithfully the duty 
you have assumed? If all Sabbath-school 
teachers possessed the same spirit, whatresults 
might we not hope to see accomplished ? 

“They that be wise shall shine as the 
brightness of the firmament; and they that 
turn many to righteousness, as the stars for- 
ever and ever.’ J. BE. L. 








AITH IN GOD.—Have faith in God. Faith 

will be staggered even by loose stones in 
the way, if we look manward; if we look 
Godward, faith will not be staggered by in- 
accessible mountains stretching across and 
obstructing apparently our onward progress. 
“Go forward,” is the voice from heaven; and 
faith obeying, finds the mountains before it 
as flat as plains. “God with us,” is the 
watchword of our warfare, the secret of our 
strength, the security of our triumph. “If 
thou canst believe, all things are possible to 
him that believeth.” How strong faith is 
when we are just fresh from the fountain of 
redeeming love! A good conscience, and 
then faith will do all things, for it is in its 
very nature such as to let God work all; we 
may say that it is most active when it is most 
passive, and that it wearies least when it does 
most work. 





To speak harshly to a person of sensibility 





is like striking a harpsichord with your fists. 


BY THE nay. 7 , ORANR, D v. 











they infer gorse ag ofl 

ph sical, Joys, down e grace as a sure 

ndication of tuberculous lungs or a diseased 
spine, 


It may be a work of suparerogation to 
reply, even indirectly, to writers aim at 
the amusement, rather than the instruction, 
of their readers. Yet a bold falsehood some- 


times 8 ® truth which is not 
A writer of this type has 
ts somewhat to this 
that pious ch are generally those 
feeble constitution, that they become prema- 
turely pious because they are destined to die 
prematurely, and that a strong, Nontehy, 
ee sag “ at names, throws “pang 
tronizes an engine company,” is so un- 
‘tte by his exuberant vitality for tah: on 
religious subjects, that any attempt to call 
his attention in that direction will on 


“mo- 

rally injure” him, especially if it be by 

trying to induce him to read the biographies 
pious children, 


It must be a matter of some surprise that 
the writer in question should take this posi- 
tion, inasmuch as he has never been 
with ascetic religion. On the contrary, 
public impression, so far as an imp: Anal 
exists, seems to be that his piety is. of that 
“liberal” pattern which has no quarrel with 
— juvenile or bite nse but rather 

ds ts devotions heightened by creature 
pena suited to his taste. Raye « Lines to 
a Punch Bowl.”) If true rel gion is of this 
free and eas: Soocrigtion, we do not see but 
that healthy boys, who throw stones and run 
with the engine, may be as full of it as are 
their seniors who talk about the “tuberculous 
virtues.” 

Still, as we intimated at the 
bold falsehood may suggest a valuable truth, 
and thus we come to the conclusion that true 
religion accords as truly with the light hearts 
and hopeful natures of little children, as it 
does with the labors of busy maturity, or the 
meditations of waning age. True is 
as really fitted for all stages of human exist- 
ence, as are the sunbeams and the atmos- 
phere. Its many-sided tion is one proof 
of the divine origin of the Bible. The young 
and the old, the hopeful and the desponding, 
the joyous and the sorrowful, the strong who 
look for many years of life, and those whose 
last pulse is ebbing, find in it the identical 
truth which attracts, guides, strengthens, and 
savés them. All may not be attracted with 
the same force by the same class of truths, 
yet all Scripture is profitable for doctrine and 
reproof, for correction and instruction. 

And here is the lesson derived from the 
subject under consideration: In su: tend- 
ing the religious training of children, we must 
remember that they may become truly pious, 


inning, a 


and be children still; and that in our labors 
for their salvation, we J must adapt our methods 
to the peculiarities of the child-nature, and 


expect, when most successful, that the child- 
ren will still exhibit the peculiarities natu- 
rally belonging to their age. 

in the eyes | children, religion should be set 
forth, both by precept and example, in its more 
attractive and aspect, 

The world is yet bright before the eyes of 
the child, and he instinctively flies from every 
thing which is tinged with gloom. 
infant, it knows not why, alge its 
wards the lamp or the sunligh og ogee soul 
of the child seems to have seit, ‘for all that 
is bright and ou It is not wise to over- 
look this fact, when we would teach the little 
ones to be religious. You may take a little 
child, and talk to him about God in such 
terms as fill his mind with horror and aver- 
sion, and make him afraid to go to bed in the 
dark. ce we not learn from Christ’s manner 
of teach In the Sermon on the Mount, 
the one oh is recorded at greatest length, 
and which probably exhibits most fully his 
manner of addressing the multitudes, he be- 
gan with lips attuned to benedictions. His 
first word was “sixsseD.” His first utterance 
was a promise of heaven. The gospel mes- 
sage would have fallen on every ear with a 
different sound, had the first word been 
“cursed.” Is it by chance that this sermon 
forms a sort of personal introduction to Jesus 
of Nazareth, and that the first word which 
our ears catch, as we approach him, is 
“blessed?” It cannot be. When you would 
teach little children, then, begin with bless- 
ings, reserving the threats, or making them 
more or less prominent, as the child manifests 
less or more disposition to be led by Christ’s 
love. Keep no truth wholly out of sight, but 
begin with benedictions as did the Great 
Teacher. 

Do not expect too much of a child in matters 
of religion. 

A pious child needs to run, and shout, and 
play, just as any other child, and ought to 
love it as otherchildren do. His ideas of God 
and of duty will ofttimes be found very im- 
perfect, and his conduct will be as erroneous 
as his ideas. He will often show = than 
an adult who is no better than he. The child 
is impulsive and unskilled in repressing his 
emotions, and he will show the wrong feel- 
ings of which the adult Christian may be 
conscious, but which he resists and represses 
in secret. When there is in the child a fixed 
disposition, through grace, to love and obey 
God, we cannot expect him to maintain as 
consistent an exterior as will the older be- 
begga whose degree of gracious influence is 

o greater. The boy who really loves his 
parents will not always seem to love them. 
Impulse and principle may struggle for the 
mastery, and for the moment the wrong may 
conquer. We should look for conscientious- 
ness; we should expect even the little one 
who ’ professes to “try to be d,” to show 
that he is really trying; but it is neither ra- 
tional nor just to expect him to exhibit the 
gravity and self- ion of age. The pious 
child must be allowed to be a child still. 





For the Sunday-School Times. 
This is not your Rest. 





HEN shall we know if we follow on to 

know the Lord.” There is no half- 

way house between earth and Heaven; no 
place where we can sit down satisfied that we 
have gone far enough on our journey. Feel 
sure of Heaven, and bid the soul rest from its 


anxiety. There unwearied effort on 
our part, a ‘pressing on toward the 
mark. It is to suppose we will ever 
reach Heaven without striving to get there. 
New York, August, 1859. 4. Pi 





A Praca vor Prayver.—‘ Where do you 
find a place to pray in?” was asked of a pious 
sailor on on a whaling ship. Oh,” he 
said, “I can always, find a quiet spot at the 
mast-head.” 

“Sam, do you find a spot for secret prayer ?” 
asked a minister of a stable-boy. yes, 
sir; that old coach is my closet, and it is the 
best spot on earth.” 

Where there is a heart to pray, it is easy 
enough to find a place. 
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the ch that day. He then commended 
her to God, and took his leave. 
At half ten Mr. 8S. preached to the 


perhaps not more than seventy-five 
but all precious in the sight of the 
Lord. After the service Mr. 8. waited and 
opened the Sabbath-school with prayer, spoke 
to some of the teachers, one or two 
of the classes differently, and superintended 
d guided all 


ed all. 
rte out from the Sabbath-school, he met 
some of the brethren, to whom he communi- 
cated the case of Mrs. L. They listened with 
interest, and immediately made up a small 
purse for her, and before night the widow was 
made 


the assurance that she should 
never fe needful en 4 
He then half an hour’s rest, and at one 


o’clock he entered the sacred desk again. 
Those thirty minutes were not sufficient for 
his tired mind and body after the exertions of 
the oe but many of his hearers came 
miles over the hills from their farms, and were 
obliged to pass the intermission in the church, 
so it must necessarily be as short as possible. 

Before the benediction in the afternoon Mr. 
8. gave notice that he would preach “in the 
red school-house on the hill,” that evening. 
A little after four he seated himself in his 
sleigh, and started on his long and tedious 
ride. The sun was obscured, a keen, cutting 
wind was blowing the light snow in clouds 
about him, and as Mr. S, travelled through 
the drifts over an almost unbroken road, he 
felt that these meetings in the different dis- 
tricts must be given up. His naturally strong 
constitution was beginning to feel the effects 
of this rae a exposure to the scorch- 
ing sun of summer, and to the storms of win- 
ter, and e Sabbath he went forth with less 
strength to his tasks. And besides, the minis- 
ter sadly thought he could not see that any 
great good had been accomplished, that an 
marked results had followed his labors. It 
was dark when he reached the school-house, 
and only two or three were present. One 
after another they came in, almost all bring- 
ing a candle and hymn-book, until a dozen 
had assembled. After a prayer a | ms a 
hymn, and with a faint heart Mr. 8S. a 
chapter, and began his remarks. As he pro- 
ceeded he thought he perceived an unusual 
attention on the part of his audience, and en- 
couraged he spoke with more earnestness. 
Then a sob was heard, and his heart burned 
within him, and the words that fell from his 
lips were like those that the wise man has 
compared to apples of gold. He closed, and 
all but two went silently out; they lingered, 
and Mr. 8. recognized a young woman that 
he had recently married. He — kindly to 
her and to her. husband, and she seizing his 
hand, exclaimed : 

“QO, sir, I've found the Saviour!” 

Instantly were forgotten summer heat and 
winter cold, rain, and storm, fatigue, pain, for 
joy that one soul had “found the Saviour.” 

Yes, a little fire had been kindled on the 
hillside. God grant it may never go out, but 
burn brighter and brighter, and increase un- 
til other neighboring hill-tops reflect the 
light, was the pastor’s fervent prayer. 

On his way home Mr, S. called at the house 
of an aged disciple—too old and infirm to 
leave his room even—to tell him the glad 
tidings, and together they praised God. 

“No,” said the faithful shepherd, ‘ preach- 
ing at the different school-houses shall never 
be discontinued, and when my strength en- 
tirely fails, and I cease from my work, God 
will provide a more worthy man to fill my 

lace.” 
It was late when Mr. 8S. reached home. 
The younger children had waited long for 
“papa” to come and lead the evening devo- 
tions, and give them the good-night kiss; but 
at poy, Ze their — closed wearily, their 
heads and mother had just tucked 
them in when he entered. The wife, the 
eldest son, the eldest daughter, all rejoiced at 
the good news, and once more singing and 
the voice of prayer was heard in the humble 
nage before the tired minister laid his 
oe on his pillow. 

Thus ended one day in the life of a country 

tor. Less varied and exciting were the 
incidents which came under his observation 
than those which meet the eye of the city 
tor, but still his day was full of toil. The 
whom the city and country minister alike 
serve, will reward each as his work shall be. 

His blessing rest upon them both. 

Auice ATHERTON. 
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THE BARBER OF SOUTHAMPTON. 


T was a beautiful afternoon in September, 
1855, that I was drawing to my journey’s 
end. Never did the shores of Old England 
look more lovely than when, with eyes accus- 
tomed to tropic verdure, I gazed from the 
deck of the steamer upon a scene so different 
from that where the orange and the banana 
trees intermingled their fruits with the bloom 
of a perpetual spring. As we steamed up 
the Solent, the Isle of Wight, with its peaceful 
villages and green fields, arose on the right, 
while on the opposite bank meadows and 
woodlands sloped to the very water’s edge, 
and, from time to time, an h gentle- 
man’s country seat lifted itself from amid the 
wonders of cultivation and landscape garden- 
. Our steamer had commenced its voyage 

at Rio de Janeiro, and had ploughed along the 
palm-covered coast of South America, stop- 
ping at Bahia, (where Henry Martyn, fifty 
years before, had sung ‘‘ O’er the gloomy hills 
of darkness,”) and at Pernambuco. It then 
stood to the eastward, and, after touching at 
the Cape de Verde, Teneriffe, Madeira, and 
Lisbon, turned to the north. At each place 
we had received passengers, and it was a di- 
versified appearance that we presented, of 
Buenos Ayreans, Brazilians, and Islanders 
from the insular possessions of Portugal and 





of shores of Southampton water. 








“my turn” 
establishment. was very 
all its arra: ents, for it is only 
nited States that barber-shops ap- 
proach to what might be called luxury in the 
rooms, furniture, &c. Oonv with my 
companion in French, I observed that the old 
man looked upon me with a certain degree of 
interest. In one corner of his shop I = 
ceived something which gave me more delight 
than anything which I saw in Southampton. 
It was a small glass case filled with Bibles, 
, and tracts, all in various languages. 





CONTENTMENT IN OBSCURITY. 


Happy the man who unobserved 
Can pass through life, 

In some obscure retreat preserved 
From worldly strife; 

Contented with a lowly state, 

Nor envious of the rich and great. 


The glittering pathe that tempt the crowd 
To weary toil, 

Lead but to realms of storm, and cloud, 
And barren soil : 

The proudest heights to which men rise 

Still leave them far beneath the skies. 


While others strive for fame, or power, 
Or sordid gain, 
Or catch the pleasures of an hour, 
Fleeting and vain ; 
J Be mine the nobler, better part, 
The care and culture of the heart. 


Not that I seek to spend my days 
In passive ease, 

Intent alone to find new ways 
Myself to please: 

For the one talent, as for ten, 

A reckoning will be made with men. 


Wide is the seope of charity, 
Well understood ; 

And all may share the luxury 
Of doing good: 





Testaments. 
How gladly did I then, and afterwards, pur- 
chase of the old barber the word of God, that 
I might send it on its errand of mercy. A | 
on was instantly established between | 
us. He was no more a mere being with whom | 
I would be in contact for a few moments and | 
then be forgotten, or only to dwell in some 
remote corner of memory. He was a Chris- 





c a lay # self-appointed 
colporteur—a missionary of the cross on the 


We soon became well acquainted, and I 
ascertained that for years, in his humble sta- 
tion, he had been a faithful servant of the 
Lord Jesus in the church and in the Sunday- 
school. The British and Foreign Bible Soci- 
ety and the London Religious Tract Society 
furnished him with copies of the Scriptures 
and religious publications, which he was to 
dispose of by sale or by gratuitous distribu- 
tion at his own discretion. He was a native 
of the Isle of Jersey, and hence spoke French 
as well as English. What I had said in the 
former language attracted him to me, and 
what he had placed behind that glass case 
first drew me towards him. The importance 
of such a faithful laborer may be estimated 
when we take into consideration that South 
Hampton, even more than Liverpool, is the 
great station for the departure and the arrival 
of the steamers which ply to and from the 
very lands where the Bible is a sealed book. 
Here are those large vessels, propelled 
on Fulton’s plan, which weekly, and some- 
times oftener, leave for Lisbon, Malta, Alex- 
andria, and the Mediterranean in general ; for 
the Spanish and other West Indies; for the 
coast of Africa, Brazil, Buenos Ayres, and 
various other portions of the new world. 
Daily communication is maintained from this 
ane with Havre, Dieppe, and other cities of 

rance; and it is from Southampton, also, 
that many Englishmen bid farewell to their 
native land, and go to distant parts of India 
and China in the pursuits of commerce. How 
many copies of the sacred writings, and of 
interesting religious truth in different lan- 
guages, have been sent abroad by the old 
barber, and the influence that truth has had 
upon individual hearts, the last day alone 
can answer. 

Each Sunday his little shop is closed, and 
he will be found spending his time in the 
Sabbath-school and the church, in teaching 
and in receiving truth; or at home, medita- 
ting upon the riches of the Bible. He isa 
good singer, and whenever a French service 
ean be Organized, he is active in leading the 
devotions. He has been for many years a 
Sabbath-school teacher, and his scholars are 
scattered over the world. One of them I 
knew at Rio de Janeiro, and the old man de- 
lighted to talk about him. To this scholar, 
the barber had presented a Bible when he left 
for Brazil, and I presume, if the truth could 
be known, that we should find that he has 
borne every one of his various classes on his 
heart before God. 

The character and works of the humble 
barber of Southampton have given me much 
food for reflection, and I hope that this brief 
notice of him will encourage others to go on 
joyfully and perseveringly in lay-preaching, 
lay-teaching, and self-constituted colporteur- 
ing. ARNAUD. 

Newburuport, Mass. 


THE SEEN AND THE UNSEEN. 


ONSIDER how, with all their glare and 


A kindly word is often prized, 
When costly gifts would be despised. 


The choicest blessings earth can show, 
Health, Friendship, Love, 
And Faith, that links the heart below 
To Christ above— 
These free and priceless gifts of heaven 
To poor and rich alike are given. 
—Friend’s Review. 
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A RECEIPT. 


Which Sheweth bow some People try to Ma- 
nufacture Children into Christians. 





lV’ children’s hearts were like watches, it 
would be a very easy matter to mend, re- 
gulate, or wind them up ; but every little soul 
is a world within itself, and differs from all 
others. A thousand emotions live and die in 
it every day, which have no birth in any 
other. A thousand motives and forces are 
brought to bear upon it continually, which 
are not felt in any other direction; and it 
would be as wise for us to dictate rules to the 
winds as to lay down any undeviating formal 
method by which they must be brought to the 
Saviour. There are, hewever, some good 
Christians who look upon conversion as a 
sort of manufacturing process, and they act 
as though they think that to make one Chris- 
tian there is required a given quantity of cate- 
chism, hymns, church, school, Bible, threat- 
ening, frightening, and flogging; and that if 
this does not produce the desired effect, no- 
thing else will. They talk, too, of the num- 
ber of souls which “they have converted,” 
as though nothing else was necessary to such 
an end but their own ingenuity. 

I remember well meeting a man of this class 
in one of the south-western States some 
three years ago. I was riding on horse-back 
through the woods, when he gallopped up to 
me saying: 

“ Stranger, where were you raised?” 

“New York,” I replied. 

“Well,” asked he, “what might your pro- 
fession be ?” 

I told him ; whereupon he informed me that 
he was a “parson ;” that he had been con- 
verting souls in a certain village ; had preach- 
ed twice a day for some time, but was still as 
“fat as a bar.” 

“Can you convert souls ?” I inquired. 

“ Yes, I’ve converted some twenty, or more, 
within two weeks, but I ain’t strung the fish.” 
Perhaps it may be necessary to inform some 
of my readers that “ stringing the fish” meant 
uniting them with the church. On further 
conversation, I found him an intelligent, 
though uneducated man; he seemed to feel 
so deeply upon the subject of religion, that I 
could not doubt his piety. I took occasion, 
however, to tell him that the souls which he 
had converted were no doubt like the one 
which Whitfield was said to have changed, 
and then told him the story of how a drunken 
fellow once reeled up to that good man, and 
leaning on his bosom, said: 

“Dis is the man as converted my soul.” 

“Yes,” replied Whitfield; it looks like my 
bungling work; if the Lord had done it you 
wouldn’t have been here.”’ 

No man ever converted a soul; and with all 
humility we should bear in mind, that though 
“Paul may plant, and Appollos water, it is 








show, things seen are paltry, passing, the 
least of things ; and that grandeur and endur- 
ance belong to the unseen. The soul is un- 
seen; precious jewel of immortality, it lies 
concealed within its fragile fleshly casket. Hell 
and heaven are unseen; the first sinks be- 
neath our sight, the second rises high above 
it. The eternal world is unseen; a veil im- 
penetrable hangs before its mysteries, hiding 
them from the keenesteye. Death is unseen; 
he strikes his blow in the dark. The devil is 
unseen—stealing on us often unsuspected, and 
always invisible. And as is our deadliest 
foe, so is our best and trustiest, our heavenly 
friend. Jesus is an invisible Saviour ; Jeho- 
vah is an invisible God. 

“No man hath seen God at any time ;” yet 
why should that be turned into a temptation 
to sin? I think it should rather minister to 
constant watchfulness and holy care. How 
solemn the thought, that an invisible being 
is ever at our side, watching us, recording 
with rapid pen each deed and word, every 
desire that rises, though it be to burst like an 
air-bell, every thought that passes, though on 
an eagle’s wing. We cannot shake off the 
presence of God; and when doors are shut, 
and curtains drawn, and all is still, and dark- 
est night fills our chamber, and we are left 
alone to the companionship of our thoughts, 
it might keep them pure and holy to say, as 
if we saw two shining eyes looking on us out 
of the darkness, “‘ Thou, Ged, seest me.” The 
world called him mad who imagined that he 
saw God’s eye looking on him out of every 
star of the sky, and every flower of the earth, 
and every leaf of the forest, from the ground 
he trod upon, from the walls of his lonely 
chamber, and out of the gloomy depths of 
night. Mad! It was a blessed and holy 
fancy. May God help you to feel yourselves 
at all times more in his presence than you are 
at any time in that of your fellow-men! How 
promptly then would every bad thought be 
banished; what unholy deeds be crushed in 
the desire, nipped in the bud, strangled in the 
birth ; what crimes remained uncommitted ; 
how feeble would the strongest temptations 
prove ; what a purity, nobility, loftiness, holi- 
ness, heavenliness, would be imparted to your 
whole bearing and conversation! There would 
be a dignity in the humblest Christian’s mien 
and looks, such as rank never wore and 
courtly training never bred; and we should 
guard our hearts with such a door as stands 
at the threshold of heaven, this written above 
it in the blood of Calvary, here “there shall 
in no wise enter anything that defileth.”— 
Guthrie. 


Man’s Comrort anp Gop’s.—Hath not thy 
heart said, “I will and hear such a man, 
and get comfort?” And dost thou wonder 
that thou art weak and barren? Are ordi- 
nances God, that they should make you com- 
fortable? They are but Christ's servants ; 
therefore, press through all the crowd of or- 
dinances, and ask to speak with Jesus, and 


God who giveth the increase.” We may write 
our hymns and books, we may build our 





God may give sight to the blind, so that they 
may perceive from the heart what we try to 
teach them; that he may open the ears of the 
deaf to listen from the soul to the words of 
love which we utter Sabbath after Sabbath ; 
that he may give life to the dead, so that the 
cold hearts of stone may throb with emotions 
of love for the crucified Saviour, whom we 
hold up to them every week. 

And let us be very careful lest we consider 
the work or the glory ours. We are co-work- 
ers with Christ, it is true, but what little we 
do as such, we should never have done had 
not Christ worked in us. Let us never forget 
that no one can save souls but Christ; that 
the manufacturing processes of men are vain 
and useless; that we can do nothing except 
through the Redeemer. Let us forever lean 
upon his arm, working while it is called the 
day; working as though we thought all suc- 
cess depended upon curselves, but at the same 
time feeling in our hearts that we are nothing, 
and can do nothing without Christ; and may 
his be the honor, his the glory. J. F. B 





For the Sunday-School Times. 


A HEAVEN ON EARTH. 


66 HEAVEN on earth!” said little Effie 
to herself, as she walked home from 
school. “What can that mean?” 

She thought so deeply on this sentence that 
she forgot to look into the shop windows at 
the pretty toys and tempting sugar-plums. 
She did not notice how brightly the ,- was 
shining, or what crowds of gaily dressed 
people were passing her every moment. “I 
will ask mamma,” she thought as she reached 
her own home, and her face brightened at the 
idea. She quickly put away her cloak and 
bonnet, and went into her mamma’s room. But 
mamma was reading ; and though she looked 
up with a sweet smile when her little daugh- 
ter came in, Effie knew that she must not dis- 
turb her. So she seated herself on a low 
stool, and laying her little puzzled head upon 
the pillows of the lounge, she wondered if 
heaven really was on the earth, and thought 
it strange that everybody did not go there te 
live. 

“What is my little Effie thinking about?” 
asked her mamma, looking up from her book. 

“Thinking about heaven, mamma. Our 
teacher told us to-day that we could make 
for ourselves a heaven upon earth. I thought 
that heaven was way off somewhere, and that 
our Saviour lived there, and thousands of 
angels. I am sure I never saw any angels on 
earth, mamma.” 

Effie’s mamma smiled, and laying aside her 
book, she took her little daughter on her 
knee, and spoke thus: 

“A great many years ago, in a town not far 
from here, there lived a little boy whose 
heart was filled with love to God. He would 
sit and read for hours at a time the beautiful 
story of our Saviour’s life. His heart swelled 
with love to that tender Saviour when he 
read how he cured the sick, made the blind 
to see, the lame to walk, and did good to all. 
He wept over the cruel sufferings and death 
of Christ, and was astonished when he read 
how he prayed for his enemies, and forgave 
those who had treated him so cruelly. When 
this little boy closed his Testament he would 
kneel down and pray that he might be like 
the ever blessed Jesus. And God, whom he 
loved so much, heard his prayers, and gave 
him a heart filled with love to his fellow- 
creatures. 

“Years passed away, and the boy grew to 
be a man, and still he read his Bible, and still 
he longed to be like Jesus. If you had 
lived in the same town with him, Effie, you 
would have seen that everybody who met him 
would look glad to see him, just as I have 
seen the bright look come into your face when 
you have watched the sunlight breaking 
through a cloud after a heavy rain. The 
poor blind girl, who sat day after day in her 
lonely room, plaiting straw, knew his step, and 
would raise her face, listening eagerly for the 
pleasant words she knew he would say to 
her. The old, lame man, who had not walked 
for twenty years, whenever he opened his 
Bible, blessed this kind man who had showed 
him where to look for comfort, and had 
taught him how to be patient in his affliction. 

















churches and schools; but if we once rely 
upon these alone to save souls, we are in great 
danger of losing the blessing. We must use 
these means, and pray earnestly to Jehovah 
that they may prepare the way for his great 
method of saving the lost. And what is that 
method? It is by changing their hearts. 
Even little children “must be born again.” 
All that man can do is to inform these minds; 
it is the work of God to give them new hearts. 
The religion of Jesus cannot be fully under- 
stood by the intellect. A child may commit 
the whole Bible to memory, and yet have no 
conception of piety until God touches its 
heart. 

If I take a blind man upon a moun- 
tain-top, what idea can I give him ef beauty 
by the power of reason? I may tell him of 
the green hills and flowery valleys, of wander- 
ing rivers, and bright winged birds, of the 
sunshine, and the lights and shadows which 
fall upon the earth; or at night, I may speak 
to him of darkness brooding upon, and hiding 
the beauties of earth, and of its revealing all 
those of the heavens. I may tell him of the 
moon and the stars, of the changes in the 
clouds—the great drapery of the skies—that 
God has made everything beautiful in its time. 
He may listen, and wonder, and reason, but he 
has no conception of beauty, for alas, the man 
is blind! Let now the finger of God remove 
the scales from his eyes, let him gaze on his 
own mother’s face, let him see the countless 
forms of beauty in earth and sky, and in one 
moment he knows more of beauty by sight 
than he could have attained to by an eternity 
of reason without it. 

Again, if I take a deaf man among a thou- 
sand sweet sounds, what idea can I give him 
of melody by the aid of reason? I may in- 
form him of the humming of insects, the 
singing of birds, the sighing of winds, the 
dashing of the waterfall, the solemn music of 
the sea, and the sublime tones of the thunder. 
I may commune with him of the harp, the 
lyre, the church-bell chimes, and of the still 
sweeter sounds of the human voice; he may 
reason with me like a philosopher, but he can 
have no true conception of melody, for alas, 
the man is deaf! If, however, God should 
open the door of his ears, and the sweet 
voices of father and mother, and sister and 
brother should enter; if, for the first time in 
his life, he should hear the music and the 
melody which fill the earth, that instant all 
his previous philosophy of sound—with its 
errors—would be banished forever, for the 
man can hear now; and one moment of hear- 
ing enables him to understand more than a 
life-time of reasoning. 

Thus, in a Sabbath-school we may teach 
the children’s minds; we may reason to them 
about the love of God, and still the little ones 
may be blind, and deaf, and dumb, and dead. 

What then are we to do? shall we cease to 
work? By no means. The mind must be in- 
formed; but while we do what little we can 





virtue will come forth. 


for the children, let us pray earnestly that 





The sick loved to see him come into their 
chambers, for he brought great love with him, 
and it seemed to brighten their rooms, and 
make life less dreary. To all of these he 
read from his precious book such words of 
comfort and holy peace, that they too learned 
to love the Bible, and God who had sent it to 
them. I cannot tell you, Effie, how happy 
was this man’s life. I could not find words to 
express the joy which filled his heart. 

“Thus he lived for a few years, and then he 
sailed far, far away across the seas, to a land 
where they had no Bible; where they did not 
know God, and had never heard of Christ, 
who died for them. He loved everybody; 
not only those who lived near him, and loved 
him, but those who were afar off; and when 
he found how igncrant these people were, and 
that they had no one to teach them better, he 
left his pleasant home, and sailed over the 
stormy seas, because of the great love he bore 
them. He took no friend with him save his 
Bible; but he knew that God was with him 
everywhere. . 

“Tt was long before these people learned to 
love him, although he did so much for them. 
They were very wicked, and would not listen 
to the good things he told them. They treat- 
ed him very cruelly; they put him in prison ; 
they tortured him. But he read in his Bible 
how the gentle Saviour had suffered, and he 
thanked God that he had put it in his heart 
to come among these people; and he prayed 
to him to change their wicked hearts, and to 
let him live until he had led them to God. 
And God answered his prayers. 

“He lived to be a very, very old man. He 
built churches and schools. He taught the 
people to pray, to read the Bible, to love God. 
And when he became so old, and sick, and 
feeble that he could not walk, he asked to be 
carried into a grove where the people were 
met together to worship. He was taken there 
and placed in the midst of them. They crowd- 
ed around him to get a word or look from 
him, for they knew he was their best earthly 
friend. But soon they all became still, for he 
waved his hand to let them know he wished 
to speak to them, and he said, ‘ My children, I 
can say but little to you, but I wished to see 
you once more to tell you again what I have 
so often told you before, that God is love. 
Love him then supremely, and love each 
other even as Christ loved you. My life has 
been one of great happiness through God’s 
love; and when I look about me on all these 
children he has given me; when I see you 
met together here to worship him; when I 
think that all of you are made happy by the 
love of the Father, and the Son, and the sweet 
comfort of the Holy Spirit, I feel that when I 
die I shall only pass from one region of de- 
light to another—from a heaven on earth into 
one beyond the sky.’” 

“TI love that man,” said Effie, smiling 
through her tears, “and I think I know what 
our teacher meant by making a heaven on 
earth. This good man made a heaven for 
himself, did he not, mamma?” 

“Yes, my love, but we must not forget that 
it was his constant habit to pray to God to 
help him, or he could never have done this.” 

“T shall often think of this kind man. What 
was his narie ?” 

“Tdo not know, Effie. It has long since 
been forgotten on earth ; but we know that it 
is written in the Lamb’s Book of Life.” 

“ What is that, mamma?” 

“T cannot explain it to you now, my child, 
for it is growing late. Another time I will 
read to you about it in your little Bible, and 
tell you something about those whose names 
are written in the Lamb’s Book of Life.” 


DeatH is only death as viewed from the 
earthly side; as viewed from the heavenly 
side it is birth. 
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THE NEED AND SUPPLY. 


S a Sabbath-school teacher, I know well 
the terrible experience of leanness— 
nothing to say to my class. Often I have gone 
before them, when it seemed as if to attempt 
to say anything would be painful. But one 
day, the gentle hand of dear Shepherd 
led me out into one of his green pastures, 
and showed me this spot. “My God shall 
supply all your need, according to his 
riches in glory, by Christ Jesus.” Ibowed at 
his feet, and learned of him directly. I open- 
ed my hand, and he filled it with good things. 
1, I thought, first of all—well, I will be- 
lieve it; I know God can indeed do it. I 
will, of course, make use of the means— 
study, prayer; but I will never doubt him, 
for he is MY God. I am personally related 
to him in the covenant. He “calleth me by 
name, and leadeth me out.” 

2. Then I thought of the measure, O, 
bounty upon bounty! “according to his riches 
in glory.” My God is rich in nature. He 
therein provides bountifully. There is coal 
and iron enough in Pennsylvania alone, to 
supply the world for ages. But this is not 
the measure, hill or valley, but “according to 
the riches of his glory,” the inexhaustible 
store house. 

3. Then I thought of the hand which 
brings the supply “by Christ Jesus.” How 
complete! Such gifts, and such a hand to 
bring them! Riches of glory, perfumed by 
the rose of Sharon! 

Indeed, I was comforted, for I knew that 
Jesus pitied me in all my infirmities. From 
that day, I have never felt that as long as I 
have a Bible, a covenant God to go to, and 
Christ Jesus to bring his gifts, that I shall 
ever lack for something to say to a Sabbath- 
school class. J. B. R. 
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HIDDEN | JEWELS. 


CERTAIN nobleman, for political rea- 

sons, was banished from the kingdom. 
On the eve of departure, he called his stew- 
ard, and gave into his keeping a casket of 
small, but very precious jewels. Years went 
by, and still the nobleman was wandering in 
foreign lands. The steward, in failing health, 
still faithful to his trust, sought a place of se- 
curity for the costly and precious stones. 
Accordingly, he cut into a tender tree, and 
beneath its bark hid the treasure. 

Many years later, the nobleman was per- 
mitted to return from his long exile. The 
steward was gone, but his lord knew well the 
secret of his deposit. Where the young tree 
once stood, now towered the thrifty oak, with 
its bark hardened and roughened by time. 
But well it had kept its trust. Though the 
firm wood had closed over it, and no eye 
could divine its hiding place, it was still se- 
cure. The tree was felled, and in its very 
heart the gems were found; not a point 
broken. They flashed in the light with the 
same brightness as in former days, and re 
joiced the heart of the owner. 

Is not each lesson of truth deposited in the 
mind of the young, like that hidden treasure? 
Is not the teacher like that faithful steward ? 
When our Lord, now banished from his right- 
ful realm on earth, shall come again to seek 
his own, may not the precious jewels which 
the true teacher quietly and faithfully hid, 
then be found beautiful as ever, to the joy of 
their rightful owner ? W. #H. K. 


A HINT TO YOUNG SPEAKERS. 


EVER apologize. 

“The subject is too great for your pow- 
ers; the auditory is august; the honor of ad- 
dressing it is unexpected and undeserved ; 
there are others to whom the task of speaking 
could have been delegated with infinitely 
greater propriety ; you could not have been 
induced to speak on any consideration, only 
that you have so high a regard for constituted 
authority, that the chairman’s call, like a 
royal invitation, is ever imperative upon you; 
and if he and the auditory really think your 
feeble testimony of any worth, you could not 
find it in you for a single moment to with- 
hold it.” 

Now, my dear friend, spare yourself. We 
take all these protestations at their worth. 
Probably neither the chairman nor the audi- 
tory cares one straw about what you say, or 
what you leave unsaid. Most likely you 
would never have been asked to speak only 
that you pnt yourself in so prominent a posi- 
tion, that there is no passing you over without 
positive rudeness ; and now, if you really have 
anything to say, the feeling of all is that the 
sooner you say it the better. 

A desire for distinction leads men to make 
lengthy exordiums about their own inade- 
quacy ; while a spirit of humility leads them 
to seek refuge in their subject. While fussy, 
conceited men must first say a word or two 
on that most precious of all subjects—them- 
selves—earnest workers dash into their theme, 
and seek at once to compass their object. 

1 generally think I can tell from the dress 
and the gestures of a man as he takes his 
place upon a platform to speak, whether or 
not he will introduce his subject with an 
apology. That equipment of the finest linen 
and the smoothest broadcloth; that nicely 
frilled front; those bright boots of patent 
leather ; that gust of perfume; that wiping 
the eyebrows with the cambric; that pretty 
gold-headed cane; the whole getting up of 
the hero,—his appointments faultless from top 
to toe; all indicate one whose humility is a 
great deal too conspicuous to be placed in the 
shade; who is altogether unaccustomed to 
public speaking ; and who appears before his 
auditory the victim of circumstances, which 
his innate modesty would have led him to 
avoid, but to which his sense of duty leads 
him to succumb. 

Never apologize. If you are too young, or 
too ignorant, or too unprepared, don’t speak ; 
if from any sufficient reason, you feel yourself 
called upon ¢o speak, let that reason be your 
justification, and without any waste of time 
in preliminary remarks, go at once to your 
point. 





LITTLE SINS. 

ET us be on our guard against little sins ; 
against what men call little sins, for 
there is nothing really little in the way of sin. 
Watch against anything that wounds the con- 
science, however slightly. Conscience is a 
sacred thing. Guard well your spiritual life. 
Watch against the little sin that insensibly 
may wound, and thus in the end destroy. 
You can easily kill a man by stabbing him 
with one blow to the heart. But may you 
not easily kill a man also by opening a little 
vein in his wrist? The blood may only flow 
drop by drop, but if you don’t stop that 
wound you will bleed to death, and just as 
surely as if one plunged a dagger into your 
heart and sent you into eternity in a moment. 
Beware, then, of the little things that keep 
the wounds of the soul open; guard against 
little sins, which, if not guarded against, will 

as surely destroy the soul as one great sin. 
John Newton says, Satan seldom comes to 
Christians with great temptations, or with 
temptations to commit a great sin. You 
bring a green log and a candle together, and 
they are very safe neighbors. But bring a 
few shavings and set them a-light, and then 
bring a few small sticks and let them take 
fire, and the log be in the midst of them, and 
you will soon get rid of your log. And so it 
is with little sins. You will be startled with 
the idea of committing a great sin, and so the 
devil brings a little temptation and leaves 
you to indulge yourself. “There is no great 
harm in this,” “no great peril in that,” and 
so by these little chips we are first easily 
lighted up, and at last the great green log is 
burned. Watch and pray, that ye enter not 














On the Collection of Anecdotes. 





ISRAELI, in his “Curiosities of Litera- 

ture,” says of Dr. Johnson, that he was 
a collector of anecdotes. Perhaps this, in 
some measure, may account for his having be- 
come a sage instructor of the people. Those 
philosophers and writers, who limit their 
studies to principles and opinions, however 
they may succeed in securing the favorable 
regard of the learned, are sure to fail as 
guides and moral advisers of society. In 
gathering knowledge, a teacher must accus- 
tom himself to deduce from biography, and 
the common incidents of life, his theoretical 
opinions ; and, in imparting it, he must dress 
his sentiments in the garments of anecdote,— 
portray his didactic lessons in the deeds of 
living personages, and show up his morals in 
tal 


es. 

It is generally acknowledged that anecdotal 
teaching is the most effectual mode of in- 
struction in Sunday-schools; because, with 
children, there is little chance of success in 
inculcating the lofty principles of religion and 
morality without familiar illustrations. Every 
observant teacher knows the force of angc- 
dotes when employed in Sunday-school ad- 
dresses; and there are very few who would 
not use them in the course of their class ex- 
ercises if they could. How, then, can it be 
accounted for, that mere dull, prosaic teach- 
ing still prevails in the schools? Simply, 
because teachers do not devote themselves to 
the trouble of collecting for their classes a 
series of anecdotes adapted to their purposes. 

It is an obvious mistake that anecdotes 
will readily occur to a teacher during the 
course of his instructions. He must be a 
prodigious reader, and his powers of memory 
must be somewhat on the gigantic scale, who 
can suddenly recall from former readings 
anecdotes sufficiently apt and striking to il- 
luminate divine ideas. If there is one fault 
more blameable than another in a teacher, it 
is that self-confidence which will lead him to 
depend on the resources of his own mind for 
the subject-matter of instruction. A man of 
very small mental abilities who, conscious of 
his inferior powers, diligently collects ideas, 
will far excel the talented instructor who 
trusts to himself. 

It is a fault second only to that now men- 
tioned, when a teacher neglects to adopt the 
anecdotal style of tuition, from the supposi- 
tion that it is beyond his reach. Yet many 
there are who fall iato this error. They ad- 
mire it in others, but despair of it in them- 
selves. They would gladly tell tales and 
pointed sayings if they knew them ; but they 
thoughtlessly imagine that as they themselves 
are not clever at that mode of teaching, they 
had better not attempt it. There are, how- 
ever, few persons so dull as that they cannot 
tell a tale, and certainly there are none at all 
who cannot collect what others have told. 
A teacher, from excess of diffidence, may 
shrink from the exercise of public prayer, or 
from a long address, or from a speech, as 
above the reach of his talents; but no mo- 
desty can pretend that the collection and re- 
cital of anecdotes is an attainment of too 
elevated a character. 

Practically speaking, it is the duty of every 
Sunday-school teacher to keep a common- 
place book, and diligently to fill it with well- 
selected anecdotes from his daily reading. 
There is no substitute for a book of this kind. 
Printed books will not suffice, nor will the 
common-place books of friends or fellow- 
teachers. This is a work that cannot be 
delegated to others. We cannot think through 
the brains of our friends, nor can we depend 
upon the intellectual gatherings of other men. 
Anecdotes lent us by more diligent collectors 
lose half their practical value, as the act 
of collection itself serves to impress the de- 
tails on the memory, which is assisted by as- 
sociations, recalling the books from which the 
anecdote was taken, the writer, and the occa- 
sion of transcription. 

In the collection of anecdotes, consider- 
able care is needed to avoid an indiscriminate 
gathering, and to select only such tales as are 
really illustrative of the principles likely to 
arise in the course of instruction. Some 
judgment is also required in rejecting profit- 
less matter, and in weeding out the passages 
which do not necessarily form portion of 
the story. It by no means follows that the 
precise words should be copied, or that the 
entire paragraphs should be retained. Ver- 
bosity is to be shunned. The pith and point 
of an anecdote can easily be put into a com- 
pass far smaller than what the original nar- 
rative occupies ; while the design of the col- 
lector should determine the matter that is to 
be expunged, and the form into which the re- 
served portions are to be cast. A little prac- 
tice will soon enable a thorghtful person to 
perform this kind of abridgment and selec- 
tion. 

It may be weil to keep in mind the three 
following rules for the purpose :—First. Care- 
fully reject anecdotes which are not illustra- 
tive, thus—A collector meets with the follow- 
ing incident: ‘ Queen Elizabeth once paid a 
visit to her chancellor, Sir Nicholas Bacon, at 
Redgrave. She observed to him, ‘His house 
was too little for him.’ ‘Not so, madam,’ 
he replied ; ‘ but your majesty has made me 
too great for my house.’”’ This slight anec- 
dote, at first sight, looks witty, and worth copy- 
ing; but, on closer examination, it is difficult to 
determine what moral or religious idea may 
be enlightened by its use. Itis, therefore, to be 
rejected. Secondly. When an anecdote il- 
lustrates two or more ideas, it is too diffuse, 
and should be rejected, or divided into parts, 
as for instance: “There is in the gallery of 
Florence, a fine bust of Alexander the Gresi, 
with the face turned tewards heaven, with an 
air of chagrin and dissatisfaction ; reminding 
the spectator of the remark of Plutarch, that 
Alexander did not abandon himself to those 
excesses which sullied the close of his career, 
till he believed himself forsaken of the gods.” 
As the former instance illustrates too little, 
this illustrates too much. There are no less 
than three principles in it, and it should there- 
fore be declined. Thirdly. Where the prin- 
ciple is obvious and indivisible, and the tale 
good, it should be copied. Thus: “Dr. Beat- 
tie, wishing to convince his son, five years 
old, of the being of a God, planted cresses in 
his garden, in the form of his son’s name. 
One day the boy opened his study door, cry- 
ing out, ‘My name is come up in the garden, 
papa.’ The father took his hat, and accom- 
panied his son, observing, ‘Well, what of 
that? Is it not mere chance?’ The child 
followed him away, and, taking hold of his 
coat, said, ‘Papa, it could not have been by 
chance. Some one must have done it on pur- 
pose.’ The father seized the idea, and easily 
satisfied his child that he himself, and all 
nature, were formed by a designing God.” 

Every teacher who collects anecdotes will 
soon find that, if the children are benefitted 
by it, he himself is equally improved. The 
habit of watching for instructive facts will 
both enlarge his mind and fill it. He will 
early discover that the study of principles is 
made easy when drawn from the life; and as 
the great English moralist did not despise 
anecdotes, but treasured them up, so should 
the teacher of a sacred class.—The London 
Sunday-School Union Magazine. 





Origin or THE Crescent STanparp.—The 
crescent was the ancient symbol of Byzan- 
tium, now Constantinople. Philip, the father of 
Alexander the Great, in besieging that city, 
set his workmen to undermine the walls by 
night, so that his troops might take it by sur- 
prise; but the moon suddenly appearing, dis- 
covered the designs to the besieged, who suc- 
ceeded in frustrating it. Grateful for their 
deliverance, the Byzantines erected a statue to 
Diana—the moon—and took the crescent for 
their symbol. 


Tue truly humble Christian does not in- 
quire into his neighbor’s faults; he takes no 








into temptation. 


pleasure in judging them; he is occupied 
wholly with his own. 























